New Life

Oklahoma Native Has Big Plans

Becoming the First Blind President Is Just One of Many Goals

At the age of 19, Nathaniel Martinez has already experienced more hardships than some people endure in a lifetime.

During his senior year in high school, a brain tumor left Nathaniel with partial paralysis and total blindness. But he’s not going to let a little thing like blindness stop him from conquering the world.

First on his list to conquer: college. Just as other students across the world are returning back to school, Nathaniel starts his freshman year at the University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond, Okla. Thanks to the training he received in the College Prep program at Lions World Services for the Blind, he feels confident he can defeat any challenges that might come his way.

“Blind or visually impaired people face unique problems when entering college,” said Ramona Sangalli, CEO and President of LWSB. “The College Prep program at LWSB prepares students to overcome those problems by learning adaptive and socialization skills.”

The Surgery

Nathaniel was your average student at Santa Fe High School in Edmond. He enjoyed activities such as playing drums for the high school band, watching OU (University of Oklahoma) games, listening to music and going to rock concerts with friends. But in September of 2005, he began suffering from severe headaches. Then his vision started fading.

“It started out as tunnel vision and it would only last for a couple of seconds a day,” he said. “I just figured the vision loss was a result of my headaches.” An optometrist discovered hemorrhaging toward the back of his eyes in January of 2006 and recommended Nathaniel schedule an MRI. This is when the doctor found a large tumor that was resting on his brain stem.

On January 13, during Christmas break, Nathaniel underwent brain surgery to remove the tumor. He awoke from the surgery to discover that he was paralyzed on his left side. “Basically, I had a stroke on the operating table,” he said. “I couldn’t walk or use my left arm anymore.”

Soon after his surgery, Nathaniel lost all of his vision and became totally blind. “The tumor was putting pressure on my optic nerves for such a long time, and the nerves weren’t being fed. This is why I lost my vision,” he explained.

Becoming Blind

Despite losing his vision, Nathaniel said he has never really thought of himself as a “blind person.” 
“After I lost my vision, I wasn’t really concentrating on my blindness. I was just so focused on learning how to walk again that I didn’t really think about being blind,” he said. “It wasn’t until I got home from the hospital that it hit me that I was blind. My mom was driving me somewhere and she said to me, ‘The thing I hate the most about this is you losing your sight.’ ”

After spending six months in physical therapy, Nathaniel eventually learned how to walk again without using a quad cane. During his time in the hospital, he took homebound studies so that he could graduate on time.

His parents and friends credit Nathaniel’s sheer determination and positive attitude for his ability to walk again. But his attitude hasn’t always been so positive.
The Life Change
Before the surgery, Nathaniel was somewhat of a rebel. “I was very much into the punk rock scene. I was a true anarchist. I didn’t dress like everyone else, and I was always up to no good,” he said. “But having this surgery and losing my vision has helped me grow up. This experience has given me more respect for authority.”

Nathaniel was also an atheist. After the surgery, however, he became a Christian and is now an active youth leader at his church. “This experience has made me realize that there has to be something else out there,” he said. “Now I try to be the best Christian I can be. I give everything to God.”
These days Nathaniel is known by his friends as the joker. Always smiling, Nathaniel even uses his sense of humor to entertain others. He and a friend have a musical comedy group that performs at various churches and venues. “I like to throw in a few blind jokes in there, but not too many,” he said, laughing. Nathaniel says he keeps his spirits up by always telling himself, “It could be worse.”

The Future

Although he has had to alter his career plans since he lost his vision, his drive for success has not changed. “I used to want to be a pro hockey player for the University of Michigan, but I can’t play hockey anymore because of my bad leg and vision loss,” he said. “My next love is music. I used to want to be in the University of Oklahoma band. I was planning on majoring in music and becoming a professional band director like my dad. But I can’t sight-read music anymore.”

Now Nathaniel plans to major in political science and psychology and eventually work in law and politics.

“First I want to run for city council, then mayor, then governor … and eventually I will run for president of the United States,” he said. And he isn’t joking. Nathaniel is already counting down the years until he can start his campaign. “I’m going to be the first blind president of the United States in 16 years,” he said. “That’s when I’ll be 35 and old enough to run. You just wait and see.”

In addition to running for president, Nathaniel wants to become a disability attorney to help others who have been in his situation. He also plans to get married, have a family, and become a youth pastor.

In the meantime though, he is enjoying college and practicing the skills he learned at Lions World Services for the Blind. “I left LWSB a completely changed person,” he said.

“I learned so much, but the most important thing I learned was Braille. I had never had any experience with Braille before. Now I’ll be able to read the Braille signs on the doors and know which classes I’m walking into,” he said with a laugh.

At LWSB, he also learned how to use the computer again with the help of JAWS, an  adaptive software package designed for blind and visually impaired people which reads the text on the screen.
“The orientation and mobility training has made me feel more confident, too. I learned a lot of cane techniques and I feel like I can be out on my own now.”

Nathaniel said he hopes his story will educate other people about what it means to be blind. “I’d like everyone to know that blind people are people, too. I had no idea how empowered we could be until I came to LWSB. We can do anything that anyone else can.” 
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Lions World Services for the Blind is an internationally recognized, comprehensive adult blindness rehabilitation center. Over the past 60 years, we have helped over 9,200 people with visual impairments regain their independence. We offer counseling, personal adjustment programs, and 13 vocational programs to help our clients achieve lifelong independence.

Our mission is “to enable people who are blind or visually impaired to function independently and to live full, productive lives with dignity and self-respect, and to promote a positive public awareness of blindness.” That’s what we’ve been doing since 1947, and will continue to do for many more years.

PROJECTS WITH INDUSTRY

Lions World Services for the Blind receives a Projects With Industry grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the authority of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, for creating and expanding job opportunities for persons who are blind in the competitive labor market. The dollar amount of federal funds for the three-year period is $691,224, which is 80% of the total cost of the project that will be financed with federal funds. Non-governmental funds from other sources will finance $172,806 or 20% of the total project cost.
If you would like to remember us in your will, our legal name is Lions World Services for the Blind.

New Life is published quarterly by Lions World Services for the Blind, a nonprofit organization located in Little Rock, Ark.

Contact Information:

Shelby Brewer, Editor

2811 Fair Park Boulevard

Little Rock, AR 72204

phone: (501) 664-7100, fax: (501) 664-2743

Please visit our web site at www.lwsb.org or send us an e-mail at training@lwsb.org or  development@lwsb.org.

Mark Your Calendar

November 5

Vision Award Luncheon

DoubleTree Hotel

Little Rock, AR

December 7

Holiday Visions

300 Third Tower

Little Rock, AR

April 23, 2008

Treat Your Treasure

Pleasant Valley Country Club

Little Rock, AR

For information on any of the listed events, please contact Paula Graves at(501) 664-7100 or e-mail pgraves@lwsb.org.

Arkansas Governor Honors LWSB

Lions World Services for the Blind President and CEO Ramona Sangalli shakes the hand of Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe during a recent visit to the state Capitol. In honor of the 60th anniversary of LWSB, Gov. Beebe officially proclaimed the month of June “LWSB Month” in Arkansas.

First Sidney McMath Lifetime Achievement Award Luncheon a Huge Success

The World Services for the Blind Foundation honored Dr. Mary Good with the Sidney McMath Lifetime Achievement Award on June 28 at a fundraising luncheon. The inaugural

event raised approximately $55,000 for training and rehabilitation programs at Lions World Services for the Blind.

More than 600 people attended the event. Dr. Good is the founding dean and Donaghey Professor of the UALR Donaghey College of Engineering and Information Technology. She received the award in honor of her accomplishments in the realms of government, academia and industry. She has 22 honorary degrees, an undergraduate degree in chemistry from

the University of Central Arkansas, and a doctoral degree in inorganic chemistry from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 
First Lady Ginger Beebe presented the award to Dr. Good and B.J. Sams of Today’s THV served as master of ceremonies. UALR Chancellor Emeritus Charles Hathaway chaired the

event. 
World Services for the Blind to Honor Claiborne Deming and Murphy Oil Corp. with Vision Award

The World Services for the Blind Foundation is pleased to announce Claiborne Deming and Murphy Oil Corp. as the recipients of the 2007 annual Vision Award. The award will be given at a

luncheon on Monday, Nov. 5, at 11:30 a.m. at the DoubleTree Hotel in Little Rock.

Deming is the president and CEO of Murphy Oil Corporation, having been named to that position in October 1994. Previously he served as president of Murphy Oil USA, Inc., a major operating

subsidiary. He joined Murphy in 1979 as staff attorney.

He has served on numerous boards, including the board of the Entergy Corporation and the Arkansas State Board of Education. He is president of the El Dorado Education Foundation, past

president of the South Arkansas Symphony and the United Way of Union County, and is a member of the Tulane Law School Board of Advisors. He is also a director of the American

Petroleum Institute and a member of the American Bar Association, Arkansas Bar Association and the Louisiana Bar Association.

Tickets are $100 per person or $1,000 for a table of ten. Call Paula Graves at (501) 664-7100 to reserve a seat, or e-mail pgraves@lwsb.org. Corporate sponsorships are available.

Walter Hussman, Jr., publisher of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette and CEO of WEHCO Media, Inc., will present the award.

LWSB Launches Newly Redesigned Website

Lions World Services for the Blind is excited to unveil its newly redesigned website. The website is still at the same address as before -- www.lwsb.org -- but new features have been added and the layout has been given a fresh new look, thanks to some students at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock who took on the website revamp as a class project. The students were all pursuing minors in Information Technology.

One of its new attributes includes the ability for potential donors to donate to LWSB online. Other advantages of the new website include easier navigation throughout the pages and the addition of more photos. More bells and whistles will be added in the near future.

TRAINEES 

May 1, 2007 - July 31, 2007

ARKANSAS

Jo Billings

Nashville

William Boothman

Fort Smith

Clyde Branch

Little Rock

Dustin Brothers

Mena

Clinton Copeland

Mayflower

Lamar Coursey

Hot Springs

Charles Dortch

Paragould

Count Durante

Scott

Roberta Feemster

West Helena

Chad King

Redfield

Samuel Parker

Magnolia

Mavis Paxton

North Little Rock

Joseph “Stewart” Pearson

Star City

Stanley Persful

Pocahontas

Christopher Rogers

Harrison

Buddy Spivey

Little Rock

Paul Suggett

Beebe

Mark Titus

Little Rock

Melissa Wesley

Little Rock

Thaddeus Wilkins

Dardanelle

Sue Ellen Zapatka

Ozark

ARIZONA

Howard Clark

Phoenix

Raul Guzman

Yuma

Alexander Hoxeng

Tempe

Dorieen Miguel

Tucson

Johnnie “Eddy” Vaughn

Tucson

Alicia Vega

Tucson

CALIFORNIA

Keith Bowen

Napa

Tony Collins

Oakland

Paul Cotton

Berkeley

Carol Diego

Daly City

Susan Hennig

Long Beach

Steven Martin

Petaluma

Richard Orozco

Commerce

David Rosenkoetter

Santa Barbara

CONNECTICUT

Jolene Nemeth

Franklin

Brendan Reynolds

Newington

FLORIDA

Beau Broten

West Palm Beach

Maria Gomez

Lakeworth

Ramiro Gonzalez

Deltona

Jessie Johnson

Orange Park

GEORGIA

Aimee Lewis

Atlanta

ILLINOIS

Jari Corthell

O’Fallon

INDIANA

Bradley Farmer

Indianapolis

Marita Katzenberger

Rockville

KENTUCKY

Larry Acree

Eastern

LOUISIANA

Kristy Roche

Kenner

MICHIGAN

Eleanor Chaney

Highland Park

Jeff Kenyon

Gross Point

Roxann Pollard

Barryton

Mona Stith

Farmington Hills

MISSOURI

Bryan Alkire

Lexington

Felicia Booker

St. Louis

Jason Dobbs

Ferguson

Robbie Gann

Oak Grove

Cody Gerlach

Sedalia

Robert Gillman

Lebanon

Lorraine King

St. Louis

Sara Skroh

Cainsville

William “Buddy” Spires

Vandalia

Amanda Stogsdill

High Ridge

Daniel Wepner

Kahoka

NORTH CAROLINA

Richard Parker

Hendersonville

John Sherwood

Raleigh

NEW YORK

Aaron Card

Adams

OHIO

Keith Hayes

Newark

David Walle

Cincinnati

OKLAHOMA

Kevin Covill

Ponca

Donald Duncan

Tallihina

Christopher Gilbert

Tulsa

Melissa Hanna

Luther

Nathaniel Martinez

Edmond

David McCullough

Midwest City

Virginia Toney

Okmulgee

OREGON

Stuart Kennedy

Medford

RHODE ISLAND

Flaubert Dumas

Providence

Amber Ladwig

Pascoag

TENNESSEE

Monica Lofton-Jones

Smithville

Sweetie White

Memphis

TEXAS

Randi Beckham

Graham

Mary Guillory

Texarkana

Jessie Hadley

New Caney

Joe Hamilton

Vidor

Aaron McLeod

Austin

Daniel Miller

Grand Prairie

John David Moore

Fort Worth

Kyle Pleasant

Chandler

Jessica Silva

El Paso

Elaine Swain

Lubbock

Samuel White

San Antonio

Charles Zoski

Trenton

UTAH

Cameron Waters

North Ogden

VIRGINIA

Ronan Little

Staunton

Michael McCann

Virginia Beach

VERMONT

Armond Laroche

St. Albans

WASHINGTON

Heath Brown

Brewster

INTERNATIONAL

Salah Abdul-Hassan Nasir

Iraq

Ageel Abdellah Abdul-

Aalee

Iraq

Graduations Abound at LWSB During Summer Months

Summer has been a busy time for the staff and trainees at Lions World Services for the Blind.

Since late May, 24 trainees have graduated from training programs and have gone on to begin their new lives.

Four trainees graduated from the Assistive Technology Instructor program. They are Clint Copeland of Mayflower, Ark.; Jolene Nemeth of Franklin, Conn.; Monica Jones of Smithville, Tenn.; and Jessie Johnson of Orange Park, Fla.

Completing their training in the Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer program were Sara Skroh of Cainsville, Mo.; Carol Diego of Daly City, Calif.; and Jessica Silva of El Paso, Texas.

Aaron Card of Adams, N.Y., graduated from the Small Engine Repair program. Graduating from the Bicycle Assembly Repair program were two Californians: Tony Collins of Oakland and Richard Orozco of Commerce.

The College Prep program had three graduates: Amanda Stogsdill of High Ridge, Mo.; Nathaniel Martinez of Edmond, Okla.; and Stewart Pearson of Star City, Ark.

The IRS Contact Collection Representative program had six graduates who headed to

IRS call centers around the country. Their names, along with their new cities of employment, are as follows: Ramiro Gonzalez, Denver, Colo.; Jason Dobbs, Kansas City, Mo.; Elaine Swain, Philadelphia, Pa.; Bradley Farmer, Seattle, Wa.; David Rosenkoetter, Kansas City, Mo.; and Keith Hays, Denver, Colo. 

Graduating from the IRS Taxpayer Service Representative program were Kristy Roche, Lamar Coursey, Mary Guillory and David McCullough. Roche is now working for the IRS in Portland, Oregon. Coursey is working for the IRS in Denver, Colo., and Guillory and McCullough are both working for the IRS in Dallas, Texas. 
Stanley Persful graduated from the Service Center Collection Representative program and is now working for the IRS in Odgen, Utah. 
Lions from Seven States Gather at LWSB

Vice District Governors and LWSB Chairmen representing Lions Clubs in Texas, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Florida, Arizona, California and Missouri spent the weekend at Lions World Services for the Blind for its annual Visiting Lions Day August 24-25.
The attendees were treated to tours of the campus, demonstrations of the training areas, a catfish dinner, a talent show performed by LWSB clients, and testimonials given by LWSB clients. “This was definitely one of the best Visiting Lions Days we’ve ever had,” said Ramona Sangalli, President and CEO of LWSB. “We had more first time attendees this year than we’ve ever had, and we are so glad that International Director William Watkins and his wife, Nora, could join us.”
“I have a much better understanding and appreciation for the work being done at LWSB and will now be able to lend support with a much stronger conviction,”said  
VDG Lawrence Kellerman of Columbia, Mo.
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In Memory Of:

Maxine Adkins by Hot Springs

Village Evening Lions, Surry & Dori

Shaffer, David & Kathleen Witchger,

Dave DeGraff

Dr. Dean Blackburn by Robert &

Polly Hardin, Audie & Elizabeth

Lynch, Ellen Smaardyk, Marie

Smithers, Tom & Eileen Turner, Mr.

& Mrs. Jerry Virden, Suzanne Alford

Bill Clark by Bob & Ramona

Sangalli

Audrey Compton by Brinkley Lions

Ruth Dabbs by Lila Lampkin, W. H.

& Judy Williams

Ray Dingman by Carl & Marilyn

Foreman, C. D. Kizer, Donald R.

Dahl

Rolferene Freeman by Bill & Ginny

Freeman

Jodie Harris by Warren Proctor

Robert Hood by Bill & Ginny

Freeman, Montgomery County

Lions, Mt. Ida Lions

Robert V. Hughes by Linda Hughes

Henry Light by Pete Long

Margaret Maddox by William Cox

Ruth Mann by Hot Springs South

Lions

Jim McCall by Daniel Baker, Mr. &

Mrs. Davies Campbell, Miles &

Janet Godbey, F. J. & Marian

Howell, David & Tammy Johnston,

Little Rock West Lions, Elsie Mears,

Alvin & Marjorie Reap, Bob &

Ramona Sangalli, Dr. & Mrs. B. J.

Suffridge, Jr.

Nellie Rhene McIntyre by Warren

Proctor

John Merten, Sr. by Hot Springs

Village Evening Lions, Danny &

Sandra Snyder

Jake Moore by Danny & Sandra

Snyder

Elizabeth Mourning by Larry &

Billie Morgan

Kenneth Pattison by Paul Rawlings

& Kathryn Huenefeld

Beland Pierce by Milt & Jo

Brummer

Loretta Pledger by Clarksville Lions,

Philip W. Taylor, Jr.

Lois Irene Plummer by Hot Springs

South Lions

Ed Powell by Hot Springs Village

Evening Lions

Glyness Purtle by Paul Rawlings &

Kathryn Huenefeld

Johnny Rapert by Bill & Ginny

Freeman

Dr. E.C. Reed, Jr. by Danny &

Sandra Snyder

Betty Renaud by Larry & Billie

Morgan

Mrs. Ross by Lions of District L

Agnes Rowe by Milt & Jo Brummer

Bernice Sheasley by Milt & Jo

Brummer

Rose Shepard by Leona Klein

Frances Sowards by Horace & Jane

Shankwiler

Adel Stone by Danny & Sandra

Snyder

Harold Venable by Grady Lions

Harriel D. White by Bill & Ginny

Freeman

Roy Whitten by Joyce Elaine

Hollman

Ruby Wilson by Mr. & Mrs. Wesley

Smelley

Gene Wregglesworth by Horseshoe

Bend Lions

Stephen Adair by Milt & Jo

Brummer

Patricia Ann Carlson by Paul

Rawlings & Kathryn Huenefeld

Harlan Fukey by Hot Springs Village

Evening Lions

Carl Galloway by Betty Shellstrom

Helen Giurlanda by Bob & Ramona

Sangalli, Nancy Burcham & other

friends at Local Accessibility

Coordinators conference

Bill Hearn by Danny & Sandra

Snyder

Peter Lane by Edna Edick, Betty

Lane, Melissa Lane, The Fitzjarrells,

Edna & Leroy Davis-Willkerson,

Amy Pais, Naioma Tarleton

John Olson by Milt & Jo Brummer

Betty Renaud by Bob & Ramona

Sangalli

Rebecca Webb Siegel by Watson

Chapel Lions

Frances Tucker by Bob & Ramona

Sangalli

Phil Ulrey by Nellie Mason

In Honor of:

North Little Rock Lions by Jerry

Watson

Chris Bradley, Glenna Butler, John

Foley, Carolyn Marlin, Larry

Tadlock, Ray & Wanda

McLaughlin by Jerry Watson

Kay Andrews by Little Rock

Southwest Lions

Paula Graves by Marilyn Reed

Lubbock SP Lions Club Directors

by Jere B. Smith

Salah Nasir by Daunis D. Holloway

J.C. Ross by Grady Lions

Ramona Sangalli by Horace & Jane

Shankwiler

Dr. Mary Good by John & Grace

Steuri
