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Chairman – Carl Foreman Vice Chairman – Mark Clifton Secretary – Tom Spann Treasurer – Bob Williams Past Chairman – David DeGraff 

Management Staff 

Dr. Larry Dickerson 

President and CEO 

Lions World Services for the Blind is an internationally recognized, comprehensive adult blindness rehabilitation center. Over the past 60 years, we have helped almost 10,000 people with visual impairments regain their independence. We offer counseling, personal adjustment programs, and 14 vocational programs to help our clients achieve lifelong independence. 

Our mission is “to enable people who are blind or visually impaired to function independently and to live full, productive lives with dignity and self-respect, and to promote a positive public awareness of blindness.” That’s what we’ve been doing since 1947, and will continue to do for many more years.
Continuing Education – NoonAl-Hadidi

Nooh Al-Hadidi was born on November 14th, 1987 in Masqat, Oman.  He was a perfectly healthy baby boy, though that was soon to change. When he was seven months old he lost his eyesight and it has never returned.  When he was 4 years old, under the direction of his grandparents, Nooh was burned five separate times on the back of his neck and head by his parents in hopes that this would cause his eyesight to return.  This of course did not work and he still bears the five separate scars on the back of his head from the ineffective treatment. 

Nooh was five years old when his family took him to a hospital in Mumbai, India; at age 6 they took him to a hospital in Dubai.  Both trips were in hopes that the doctors could do something to allow their son to regain his eyesight.  These attempts failed as the doctors were unable to help Nooh. 

At age seven Nooh received a scholarship from the Ministry of Education in Oman to study at Saudi Bahraini Institute for the Blind in Isa Town, Bahrain.  Nooh had to leave his family and country to attend school in Bahrain because Oman did not have the resources or faculty available to handle proper education for a blind student. Nooh would spend ten years in Bahrain before he had to transfer again to finish out his secondary education. 

In 2005 Nooh traveled to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and live there for three years to complete his education. While in Riyadh, Nooh worked for NetIQ Technologies which develops new technology, devices, and software for the blind. Nooh graduated in July of 2008 and had a decision to make; he could either further his education or continue to work.  He decided to continue his education and pursue a degree in Computer Science. 

In the same month Nooh returned to Oman and started writing letters to the Ministry of Higher Education in Oman.  The only way for Nooh to be able to study is if he was granted a scholarship by his country.  After many months of writing and others coming to his aid in support of Nooh, his scholarship was granted to continue his education. Unfortunately, the scholarship only covered tuition, not living expenses. So once again Nooh did not believe that his dream would be realized; however, weeks later an anonymous donation came forward that covered the rest of the living expenses. In the process of applying for a Visa to enter the United States, Nooh decided to sell his mobile phone in order to pay for the cost. He described this as a very difficult decision because, “Being blind, my mobile phone is the main way I am able to communicate with friends and family.” 

Nooh was accepted to Arkansas State University (Jonesboro) but realized when he got to the campus that he would need more training. Disability services referred Nooh to Lions World Service for the Blind for more specialized training in mobility with a cane and independent living skills. 

Nooh will be taking English language courses at ASU for the summer and fall of this year and then start on his major of computer science next spring. Nooh’s goals in life are to get his Doctorate in Computer Science and then either work here in the United States or return to Oman and start an educational center for the blind in Masqat.

Awards for LWSB Instructors
Lisa Reynolds was recognized on May the 11th by Pulaski Heights Lions Club for her excellence in teaching at Lions World Services for the Blind.  The Lieutenant Governor of Arkansas, Bill Halter, gave the keynote address and presented Lisa with a plaque during the awards ceremony.  LWSB is very proud of Lisa and her commitment to help the visually impaired community.  LWSB also wants to thank Pulaski Heights Lions Club for this recognition and Lt. Governor Bill Halter for his out-standing service to the State of Arkansas. 

LWSB Instructor Sandra Robbins was awarded the “Tom Phifer Award” by the Arkansas Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired on May the 12th. Lisa Reynolds presented the award to Sandra at the conference in Little Rock.

Lions World Service for the Blind Announces Dr. Larry Dickerson as the new President and CEO

Coordinator in the online master’s degree program in Rehabilitation Counseling, has been named the new President and Chief Executive Officer of Lions World Services for the Blind. Dickerson was introduced August 10th at a news conference held on the LWSB campus.  He was the unanimous selection of the LWSB Board of Directors. Carl Foreman, the new chairman of the LWSB Board of Directors, who served as interim CEO, called Dickerson “the perfect person” for the job.  “Larry has actually had a relationship with LWSB for many years,” Foreman said.  “He is no stranger to our organization. His extensive experience in rehabilitation services will serve him well as our new leader.  He is well known and respected across the country in the field of rehabilitation education, which will be a great asset.” Dickerson said he looks forward to going to work to bring LWSB’s focus back to that of Roy Kumpe who founded the organization in 

1947. “My immediate plans for LWSB are to focus on serving our clients,” Dickerson said.  “We need to make every effort that our clients are being counseled and trained so they can function independently and live full, productive lives. That’s clearly our mission.”  He said he also plans to increase enrollment and expand partnerships with other entities. “It’s no secret that we need to increase revenue.  The best way to do that is by increasing enrollment since 70 percent of our revenue comes from client service fees. Most of our referrals come from state agencies across the United States.  In the past few years, there has been a 60 percent turnover in the rehabilitation counselors due to retirements.  So our efforts are going to be to make personal visits to the new counselors in other states to make sure they know who LWSB is and what great pro-grams we offer the blind and visually impaired,” he said. 

The new CEO said he plans to focus on teamwork and hire qualified people who have a clear description of their responsibilities. He also plans to encourage open communications. “We will be hiring some new staff members in order to provide the highest quality training to our clients,” he said. “Among those positions are counselors and instructors as well as a chief operating officer and a new director of development.” 

Dave DeGraff, whose term as chair of the LWSB Board of Directors ended June 30, said Dickerson has demonstrated great leadership and success in the field of rehabilitation of the blind and visually impaired.  “Larry brings instant credibility to LWSB because of his outstanding reputation,” DeGraff said.  “He’s a proven leader, and we are looking forward to a bright future with him at the helm.” 

Dr. Joel E. Anderson, UALR chancellor, said Dickerson has been a foremost leader in education of the blind in Arkansas over the last quarter century.  “He has repeatedly exhibited effective leadership in responding to new challenges and opportunities,” Anderson said. “He will do that for Lions World Services for the Blind, which will also be a labor of love for him.”
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• Georgia 
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St. Louis 

John Conway 

Moberly 

Jodel Dye 
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Justin Hart 
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Michael “Kaleb” Tarry 
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• New York 

Nikita Bell 
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Carson Burton 
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• Ohio 

Scott Kirkpatrick 
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Jessica Snyder 
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 Oklahoma 

Brea Boris 
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Crystal Karre 
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Clifford “Kip” Kohn 

Durant 
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Chris Bruinenberg 

Gresham 
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Dan Munce 
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• Texas 

Carson Balzrette 
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Allison Evans 

Rockport 

Paul Hickson 

Beaumont 
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Houston 
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Garland 

• Washington 

Dallas Talley 

Centralia 

Carla Wilkerson 

Vancouver 

Rashita Williams 

Seattle 

• Wyoming 

Kate Loveless 

Worland 

Graduations

Taxpayer Service Representative 

Lehne Brasseal of Jackson, Mississippi; Robert Brown of Festus, Missouri (These individuals will be working for the IRS in the following locations: Lehne Brasseal is in Nashville, Tennessee; Robert Brown is in Jacksonville, Florida.) 

Contact Collection Representative Erin Stroup of Bakersfield, California; Marlow Howell of Granada Hills, California; Jimmy Hill of Austin, Texas; Candice Beauchamp of Sacramento, California; Tonya Franklin of Phoenix, Arizona (These individuals will be working for the IRS in the following locations: Erin Stroup is in Fresno, California; Marlow Howell is in Fresno, California; Jimmy Hill is in Austin, Texas; Candice Beauchamp is in Oakland, California; Tonya Franklin is in Nashville, Tennessee.) 

Small Engine Repair 

Instructor Rick Bettis and graduate John Gould of Kennett, Missouri.

Enterprise Solutions Programming, Service Center Collection Representative, and Assistive Technology Instructor 

Carson Balzrette of San Antonio, Texas; Carla Wilkerson ofVancouver, Washington; Chris Bruinenberg of Gresham, Washington; Raletha Lowery of Atlanta, Georgia; Allison Evans of Rockport, Texas; Ronnie Patrick of Jackson, Kentucky (These individuals will be working for the IRS in the following locations: Carson Balzrette is in Austin, Texas; Carla Wilkerson is in Lowell, Massachusetts; Raletha Lowery is in Atlanta, Georgia; Allison Evans is in Memphis, Tennessee; Ronnie Patrick is in Covington, Kentucky.)

Giving and Receiving

As a friend of LWSB, you know a “reward” accompanies charitable giving– that warm feeling brought about by your caring generosity. 

But you may not know there’s a method of giving that also involves a cash reward. And as unbelievable as it sounds in these days of low interest rates....that cash reward is a return of 6%, 8% and even up to 9.5% and more. 

This method of giving...and receiv¬ing...I’m referring to is a Charitable Gift Annuity.  Just some of the advantages of a Charitable Gift Annuity are: 

•
An immediate income tax deduction 

•
A guaranteed income for life 

•
An excellent rate of return 

•
A portion of your lifetime income is tax free 

•
Provides a way to partially avoid capital gains taxes 

•
Savings from estate and inheritance taxes 

Generally, the most popular types of agreements are a single life annuity that is paid to only one person for their lifetime... or a two life annuity that will pay you and then to your designated survivor for their lifetime. 

For a free and confidential Personalized Analysis to determine how a Charitable Gift Annuity can benefit you and your loved ones just complete this simple form and return it to: 

Larry Morgan 

Lions World Services for the Blind 

2811 Fair Park Blvd 

Little Rock, AR 72204

Projects with Industry 

Lions world Services for the Blind receives a Projects With Industry grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the authority of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, for creating and expanding job opportunities for persons who are blind in the competitive labor market. The dollar amount of federal funds for the five-year period (2008-2013) is $1,622,948 which is 80% of the total cost of the project that will be financed with federal funds. Non-governmental funds from other sources will finance $405,738 or 20% of the total project cost.

Lions World Services for the Blind received these memorial and special occasion gifts between May 1, 2009 and August 31, 2009.  Gifts received after August 31 will appear in the next issue. 

In Memory Of:

Dr. Joe Adams by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions Club

Kathleen Brisbin by Sonora Lions Club

Lion A.L. Burns, Jr. by Texarkana Noon Lions Club

Dorothy Dober by Joseph & Barbara Alfano, Wayne & Rita Gruber, Louis Schickel

Juanita Gilkey by Danville Lions Club

Marcey Harrell by University Heights Lions Club

Sammy Haynie by Prescott Lions Club

Eleanor & Harold Hoopman by Norman & Cynthis Lutz

Elsie Jenkins by Milt & Jo Brummer

Ray Olds by Horace & Jane Shankwiler

Thomas Park by Lion Philip W. Taylor, Jr.

Dorothy Partenfelder Dober by Robert & Jean Garison

Dorothy Ann Partenfelder Dober by Michael & Donna Andrews

Dale Patty by Hot Springs Village Evening Lions Club

Johnny Purtle by Lion Bill and Ginny Freeman

Martha McDaniel Roark by Alexandria Bolton Avenue Lions Club

Farrell Rose by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions Club

Howard Scoggins by Allen Ratledge

Elmer Smith by Wayne & Tina Fagan, Lion Bill & Ginny Freeman, Lion James & Claudia Griffin

Lion Gary Swain by Hot Springs Village Breakfast Lions Club

John Tallant by South Hot Springs Lions Club

PDG Bud Wallace by Lions Earlene & Bill Hankins, Lion David DeGraff & Carol DeGraff, Lion Carl Foreman & Marilyn Foreman, Lion Larry Morgan, Lion Bill & Ginny Freeman, and Mr. Thomas McGill

Bob Wright by Lion Bill & Ginny Freeman, Hope Lions Club

Joan Gaither by Mary Anne Tomlin

Bevlah Easterling by Mary Anne Tomlin

Herbert Bleam by Milt & Jo Brummer

Clifton Cash by Clarksville Lions Club

Doy Duncan by Lion Paul Rawlings

Loran Klein by Mrs. Leona Klein

Sean O’Bonnon by Robert & Jerilyn Young

Jane Pillow by Milt & Jo Brummer

Mary Kay Scott by Milt & Jo Brummer

Gordon Sibeck by Lion Paul Rawlings

Elmer Smith by Hope Lions Club

Orlando Spadafore by the Texas City Noon Lions Club

Danny Ward by Lion Paul Rawlings

Luciell Byrom by Mrs. Nellie Mason

Loran Klein by Joe & Sue Kastelic

Homer Smith by Lion Carl Foreman & Marilyn Foreman

John Teeter by Prescott Lions Club

Faylean Tucker by Lion Paul Rawlings

Duy Woodall by Delight Lions Club

In Honor of:

Loren Jackson by Mary Nastali

