From Iraq to Arkansas
The Story of One Man’s Journey to Independence
     It’s been six months since Salah Nasir made the long journey from his home in Iraq to Lions World Services for the Blind in Little Rock, Ark. 

     Though he has received counseling for his grief, he still doesn’t like to talk about the dreadful accident that took away his sight forever. Instead he would rather laugh, enjoy making small talk with other trainees and staff, and focus on what lies ahead. A confident and infectious smile spreads across his face when he talks about his future – a future once despondent but now filled with hope, thanks to the skills he has received at LWSB.

The Accident

     It was just another day on the job for the former Iraqi police commander when the accident happened. On this rainy day in January of 2006, Salah, 25, was assigned to guard a building in his hometown of Nasiriyah where a meeting of American and Italian military was taking place. While standing outside, Salah and his partners noticed a car driving unusually fast toward the building. When the car passed by the first line of troops without stopping, he became suspicious. As the car got closer and closer, Salah attempted to thwart the car from ramming into the building. But when he approached the vehicle, the suicide bomber detonated a bomb and it exploded right in front of him.

     The accident left him with jagged scars on his face and severe injuries to his eyes – and it took the life of his two partners. Salah says he immediately lost his hearing and sight. He remembers passing out during the ambulance ride. For three days he was unconscious. The

next thing he remembers is waking up in a hospital bed with severe head pain and not being able to see. The doctors told him his sight would return in about 10 days, but weeks passed and nothing changed. Doctors eventually removed his right eye and performed several surgeries on his left eye, but due to the severity of his injuries, they could not save his sight.

A Place of Hope – And Challenges – in Arkansas

     In March of 2006, LWSB President and CEO Ramona Sangalli received an e-mail from a woman in Chicago named Kay Ghachem with Chicago Rotary Gift of Life. The organization works with the National Iraq Assistance Program in Baghdad to help wounded children in war, but they wanted to find a place where Salah could receive blindness rehabilitation training and skills so he could resume work. 

     For almost a year, Sangalli worked with several organizations in the U.S. and the Middle East to secure the funding for his travel.

     Salah arrived on Christmas Eve of 2006 with an interpreter and immediately began his training. Since then, Salah has learned how to read and write Braille, how to operate a computer using assistive technology software, how to travel safely with a cane, and how to do day-to-day tasks such as ironing, laundry, making a bed and cooking a meal.

     “I didn’t even know how to do my own laundry when I had sight,” Salah said, laughing. “My mother would always do that for me.”

     But learning all these new skills hasn’t been easy. The language barrier has been a challenge. With the exception of a few common phrases, such as “How are you doing,” Salah does not speak any English. Therefore, besides learning how to live again without sight, Salah has also had to learn how to read and write Braille in English and type in English – all while being totally blind in a foreign country.

     “Of course, dealing with my blindness, the different culture and the language has been difficult for me,” he said. “But I have two choices: either live or die. I want to live my life and accept everything that has happened to me.”

     In spite of all the challenges Salah has faced, he has excelled in his classes. “We are very pleased with the progress Salah has made. He is very highly motivated, and when we give him the opportunity to learn new skills, he grabs it with both hands and goes for it,” said Sangalli. 

     Although he has missed his family (which includes 14 brothers and sisters), Salah said he has been quite content here at LWSB. “My life has completely changed since I got here,” he said. “The people here are very nice and helpful. Everyone wants to make you happy, and it helps me being here to know there are other people like me.” 

The Metamorphosis

     Those who have gotten to know Salah during his time at LWSB will tell you that he is not the same person who arrived at LWSB six months ago. For the first couple of months, Salah was very depressed and withdrawn. His body language spoke volumes; he was often seen sitting on a bench with his head down and his face buried in his hands.

     Now it is rare to see Salah without a gigantic smile on his face as he walks around campus with confidence. He likes making lighthearted jokes with the cafeteria staff and saying “marhaba” (hello in Arabic) to trainees and staff. 

     Salah credits his positive attitude to his newfound independence. “Before, I would sit in my room depressed – I had to wait for someone to come get me if I wanted to go anywhere,” he said. “Now I’m comfortable walking with a cane and I can get around on my own.” 

     Accepting his vision loss was also a turning point for Salah. “When I first started learning Braille and the computer, I was afraid people would laugh at me and tell me I couldn’t do it. But everyone wanted to help me – and I convinced myself that I can still do things without sight. Now I depend on myself.”

The Future

     Although Salah said he will greatly miss the people he has met here, he is looking forward to returning to his home in Iraq and being with his family. His plan is to return to the police force and work in a computer-related capacity. He is also looking forward to new adventures, such as possibly getting married and raising a family. 

     “I left everything behind in Iraq – my friends, family, my job. It was very hard, but I thank God for everything I’ve learned here,” he said. Before he arrived at LWSB, Salah didn’t know anything about America or Arkansas. Now he said he will encourage other blind individuals to come to LWSB.

     People sometimes ask him if he is angry or bitter about what happened to him. “Of course, I am angry about what happened,” he said. “But I never ask God why it happened. There is a verse in the Koran that says whatever happens to you in life, you should thank God for it. Because everything is a gift from God.” 

Mark Your Calendar

June 

Lions World Services for the Blind Month

(In honor of LWSB’s 60th anniversary, Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe declared the month of June “LWSB Month” in Arkansas. More details to follow in next issue.)

June 22-23

Arkansas Visiting Lions Weekend

June 23

LWSB Board Meeting

June 28

Sidney McMath Lifetime Achievement Award 

August 24-25

Visiting Lions Weekend
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Lions World Services for the Blind is an internationally recognized, comprehensive adult blindness rehabilitation center. Over the past 60 years, we have helped over 9,100 people with visual impairments regain their independence. We offer counseling, personal adjustment programs, and 13 vocational programs to help our clients achieve lifelong independence.

Our mission is “to enable people who are blind or visually impaired to function independently and to live full, productive lives with dignity and self-respect, and to promote a positive public awareness of blindness.” That’s what we’ve been doing since 1947, and will continue to do for many more years. 
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Lions World Services for the Blind receives a Projects With Industry grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the authority of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, for creating and expanding job opportunities for persons who are blind in the competitive labor market.  The dollar amount of federal funds for the three-year period is $691,224, which is 80% of the total cost of the project that will be financed with federal funds.  Non-governmental funds from other sources will finance $172,806 or 20% of the total project cost.
New Recreational Program Gives Trainees a Chance to Explore Their Creative Sides
    After spending a full eight-hour day in training, trainees at Lions World Services for the Blind are able to unwind by participating in a variety of recreational activities ... ranging from cookouts to ice skating to indoor wall climbing. Now LWSB is providing another creative outlet for for trainees to enjoy: an art class.

    The class began on May 6 under the direction of Jacqueline Miles, an art student at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Miles began the first class by sharing her own pottery work with the trainees. Each trainee passed the pottery pieces around after touching and feeling them to get a sense of their shape and design.

     Miles said her goal is to introduce the class to the basics of ceramics, such as making pinch pots, coil pots and working with slab. 

     “I want to give the trainees the building blocks so that they can create anything they can imagine,” Miles said. “Art is all about self-expression. I want to help the trainees realize that their lack of sight should not hold them back from creating art.” 

     Ramiro Gonzalez is one such trainee who enjoys expressing himself through art. “The class is a great way for me to relax after my IRS training, and I really have fun working with my hands,” said Gonzalez.

     The class meets every Thursday evening and Sunday afternoon.
LWSB Wins Award 
The College of Professional Studies at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock named Lions World Services for the Blind the College’s “Organization of the Year” at its annual awards lunch on April 30.

     Pictured here are (from left) Dave DeGraff, chairman of the LWSB Board of Directors; Dr. Angela Brenton, dean of the UALR College of Professional Studies; Ramona Sangalli, President and CEO of LWSB; and Peter Kumpe, chairman of the World Services for the Blind Foundation.      

Tickets On Sale Now for Inaugural LWSB Fundraiser
The World Services for the Blind Foundation is pleased to announce the details of a new fundraiser to benefit LWSB called the Sidney McMath Lifetime Achievement Award Luncheon.

     The event will be held Thursday, June 28, at 11:45 a.m. at the Peabody of Little Rock. The luncheon will honor Dr. Mary L. Good, founding dean and Donaghey Professor of the UALR Donaghey College of Information Science and Systems Engineering. Charles Hathaway, UALR Donaghey Distinguished Professor and Chancellor Emeritus, is chairing the event.

     The life of Sidney McMath exemplifies the accomplishments of professional excellence in a chosen career and sustained intense service for the public good. Later in life, the former Arkansas governor became blind as a result of macular degeneration. He entered a course of study at Lions World Services for the Blind and became a public advocate for the rehabilitation and training services offered at LWSB.

     Tickets are $100 per person or $1,000 for a table of ten. Call Paula Graves at (501) 664-7100 to reserve a seat, or e-mail pgraves@lwsb.org. Corporate sponsorships are also available for $10,000, $5,000 and $3,000.
TRAINEES

January 1, 2007 - April 30, 2007
Arkansas

Vickie Austin

Little Rock

Robert Bell

Little Rock

Lillie Briggins

Little Rock

Bernice Cook

Mount Ida

Clinton Copeland

Mayflower

Lamar Coursey

Hot Springs

Joe Crews

El Dorado

Floyd Dukes

North Little Rock

Count Durante

Scott

Mary Foster

North Little Rock

Loyace Grayes

El Dorado

Chad King

Redfield

George Lacy

Jacksonville

Henry Moore

Forrest City

Stanley Persful

Pocahontas

Milton Owens

Little Rock

Cameron Pennington

Fouke

Buddy Spivey

Little Rock

Mark Titus

Little Rock

John Woodall

Searcy

Arizona 

Jessica Carter

Glendale

Alexander Hoxeng

Tempe

Dorieen Miguel

Tucson  

Arturo Mota

Somerton

Kimberly Thames

Oro Valley

Joshua Torres

Glendale

Eddy Vaughn

Tucson

Alicia Vega

Tucson

California

Keith Bowen

Napa

Tony Collins

Oakland

Paul Cotton

Berkeley

James Damm

Pinole

Carol Diego

Daly City

Susan Hennig

Long Beach

Richard Orozco

Commerce

David Rosenkoetter

Santa Barbara

David Wolfe

Oxnard

Connecticut

Kenneth Clifford

Rockville

Jolene Nemeth

Franklin

Brendan Reynolds

Newington

Florida

Ramiro Gonzalez

Deltona

Jessie Johnson

Orange Park

Elizabeth Lauwidjaja

Orlando

Illinois

Jari Corthell

O’Fallon

David Kretschmer

Carbondale

Indiana

Bradley Farmer

Indianapolis

Kansas

Jerry Britt

Overland Park

Kentucky

David Holt

Louisville

Louisiana

Kristy Roche

Kenner

Maine

Robert Gilman

Lebanon

Massachusetts

Jennifer Ptaschnik

Mansfield

Michigan

Wayne McCune

Willis

Mona Stith

Farmington Hills

Mississippi

Marcus Deloach

Columbus

Missouri

Bryan Alkire

Lexington

Danny Anderson

Republic

Luke Borgman

Peculiar

Jason Dobbs

Ferguson

Robbie Gann

Oak Grove

Joyce Layton

Belton

Sara Skroh

Cainsville

Daniel Wepner

Kahoka

New York

Aaron Card

Adams

North Carolina

John Turner

Fayetteville

Ohio

Keith Hayes

Newark

Benjamin Kerns

Niles

Sylvia McNeal

Columbus

David Walle

Cincinnati

Oklahoma

Kevin Covill

Ponca

Donald Duncan

Tallihina

Joseph Francis

Stillwater

Christopher Gilbert

Tulsa

David McCullough

Midwest City

Joseph Rothers

Vian

Virginia Toney

Okmulgee

Rhode Island

Flaubert Dumas

Providence

Amber Ladwig

Pascoag

Tennessee

Monica Lofton-Jones

Smithville

Sweetie White

Memphis

Texas

Joseph Aragon

El Paso

Mary Guillory

Texarkana

Jessie Hadley

New Caney

Ismael Herrera

San Antonio

Daniel Miller

Grand Prairie

Rhonda Pion

San Antonio

Kyle Pleasant

Chandler

Jessica Silva

El Paso

Elaine Swain

Lubbock

Charles Zoski

Trenton

Virginia

Ronan Little

Staunton

International

Salah Abdul-Hassan Nasir

Iraq

Ageel Abdellah Abdul-Aalee

Iraq
If you would like to remember us in your will, our legal name is Lions World Services for the Blind.     
21 Graduate from Training Programs in Winter, Spring
Since January, 21 trainees have graduated from Lions World Services for the Blind and have gone on to begin their new lives. 

Completing their training in the Small Engine Repair program were Kevin Covill of Ponca, Okla.; Robbie Gann of Oak Grove, Mo.; and Charles Zoski of Trenton, Texas.

Two trainees graduated from the Assistive Technology Instructor program: Jessica Carter of Glendale, Ariz., and Kenny Clifford of Rockville, Conn.

Joseph Aragon of El Paso, Texas, graduated from the Customer Service program, and James Damm of Pinole, Calif., graduated from the Horticulture program.  

Completing their training in the Independent Living Skills for the Elderly program were Sweetie White of Memphis, Tenn..; John Woodall of Searcy, Ark.; Robert Bell of Little Rock, Ark.; and Mary Foster of North Little Rock, Ark.

 The IRS Contact Collection Representative program had six graduates who headed to IRS call centers around the country. Their names, along with their new places of employment, are as follows: Joseph Francis, Kansas City, Mo.; Jennifer Ptaschnik, Nashville, Tenn.; John Turner, Denver, Colo.; Elizabeth Lauwidjaja, Denver, Colo.; Wayne McCune, Detroit, Mich.; and David Kretschmer, Seattle, Wa.  

Four graduates from the IRS Service Center Collection Representative class are now working in the following cities: Rhonda Pion, Kansas City, Mo.; Marcus Deloach, Atlanta, Ga.; George Lacy, Andover, Mass.; and Sylvia McNeal, Atlanta. 
AT&T Donates Calling Cards to Blinded Iraqi Policeman
On April 26, AT&T presented Salah Nasir, a blinded Iraqi police commander, with several global prepaid phone cards so he can better stay in touch with his family in Iraq. Nasir is receiving rehabilitation training at LWSB after being permanently blinded by a suicide car bomb. 

     “AT&T and its employees are deeply grateful for the sacrifices that our military personnel make every day for our nation, and we want to do what we can to help ensure that they have an affordable way to call home,” said Ron Dedman, director of external affairs for AT&T Arkansas.                 

     “Similarly, we are grateful for the tremendous sacrifice Mr. Nasir has made. We are glad to be able to assist him in staying connected with his family back in Iraq while he is away from home.”
Horticulture Program in Full Bloom at LWSB
Delightful daisies, lovely lilies and ravishing roses are just some of the blooming beauties you can see flourishing on the grounds of the LWSB campus. These flowers, as well as all other vegetation on campus, were grown and tended to by blind and visually impaired trainees enrolled in the horticulture program at LWSB. 

     Since 1993, this vocational program has been preparing individuals for employment in a variety of horticulture-related businesses. The LWSB horticulture program is rare among vocational programs designed for blind and visually impaired individuals, one of only a few such programs in the United States.

    The program teaches methods of 

propagation, plant identification, plant maintenance, soil composition and basic tools and materials used in the greenhouse, nursery or garden. For those trainees interested in managing a nursery, small business management instruction is also included in the program. In addition, internships with local nurseries are a part of this program.  

     Jari Corthell, a trainee from O’Fallon, Illinois, says her goal after graduating from the horticulture program is to work in a nursery or in horticultural therapy.

     Bill Lovett, the horticulture program instructor, says blind and visually impaired people are taught to use their other senses as well as adaptive equipment to work in the horticulture field. Lovett is blind himself and is a graduate of the horticulture program.

     The program includes both classroom instruction and hands-on instruction in growing plants on the campus grounds and in the 1,200-square-foot greenhouse. There are currently four trainees in the program.

New Employees
     James Falwell joins LWSB as the instructor for the Enterprise Solutions Programming class. Before joining LWSB, Falwell was a database programmer.      

     Onna Clark joins LWSB as a rehabilitation instructor. Before joining LWSB, Clark was a teacher’s assistant in the Rehabilitation Teaching program at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. 

     George Bridges joins LWSB as the instructor for the Customer Service class. Before joining LWSB, Bridges worked at a distribution center for 13 years and managed his own computer repair business from home. 

     Teonga Reed joins LWSB as a housing supervisor. Before joining LWSB, Reed worked as a personal care assistant. 

     Cheri Lovett joins LWSB as a housekeeper. Before joining LWSB, Lovett worked in retail. 
Lions World Services for the Blind received these memorial and special occasion gifts between January 1, 2007 and March 31, 2007. Gifts after March 31 will appear in the next issue.  

In Memory Of:

Liz Allen by David & Carol DeGraff

Mary Elizabeth Steel Allison by Surry & Dori Shaffer

Lois Ball by Weiner Lions

Bill Banks by Gerald & Sandy Lang 

Bobbie Barnett by the Gerald Lang Family

Ed Barnett by Milt & Jo Brummer

Hershel Barnett by Paul Rawlings and Kathryn Huenefeld

Marion Barnett by Milt & Jo Brummer

Parker Billings by Pete Long

Stanley Binkowski by Harryette Frazier

Eura Christine Bristow by Mildred Dodson

Mr. & Mrs. L. P. Cooper by Marcelle Cate

Jackie Davis by Danny & Sybil Harrell

Helen Dery by Warren Proctor

Leon “Buzzy” Dew III by Richard, Melissa & Jackson Steiner

Valerie Ruth Dickinson by Mildred Dodson

Elise Diesel by Susan Mehlburger

L. C. Dooley by Mr. & Mrs. Glen Pye

Dr. James Fowler by Sun City Center Lions, FL

Melvin Fritz by Bill & Earlene Hankins

Dennis Fureigh by Ken & Paula Johnson

Guy Gorby by Warren Proctor

Lynne Crane Gordon by Surry & Dori Shaffer

Patti Ford Hail by Curtis & Mary Allie Johnson

Dick Hall by David & Carol DeGraff

Grady Hasley by Curtis & Mary Allie Johnson

Fred Hoelscher by Warren Proctor

Bettye Hollis by Harryette Frazier

Don James by Horseshoe Bend Lions

Raymond Klingle by Ruth Klingle

Clifford LaBeff by William & Ruby Mertins

Mary Ladd by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Jim Lake by John & Theresa Bailey

Dorothy Linden by Horseshoe Bend Lions

Gaither Lockhart Jr. by Paul Rawlings & Kathryn Huenefeld

Herman Luschar by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions

Julia Magoffin by Bill & Earlene Hankins

Anthel Marlin by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph G. Ketterlin

Dick McCowan by Charles Brenner, Jr., William Cox, William Grim, Hot Springs Lions, B. J. Barbara & Parker Houser, Dr. & Mrs. H. J. Koppel, Gary & Micci Plymale, Lynn & Loy Stuart, Mr. & Mrs. Gil Wootten

Carl Merritt by William Grim, William Cox, Hot Springs Lions, Hot Springs Lioness Club, Joan Koonce, Bill & Norma Helms, Lynn & Loy Stuart

J. P. Middleton by Fayetteville Lions

Douglas Moore by Hot Springs Village Lioness Club, Surry & Dori Shaffer, Horace & Jane Shankwiler

Harry Mueller by Horseshoe Bend Lions

Shirley Murphy by Horace & Jane Shankwiler, Danny & Sandra Snyder

Bennett Napier Sr. by Milt & Jo Brummer

Gerald Olstad by Mark Sjothun, Mildred Sjothun

Jo Ann Perkins by Doris Lacefield

Ed Powell by Harryette Frazier, Paul Grasse, Surry & Dori Shaffer, Horace & Jane Shankwiler, Roberta Shock

Nick Rose by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Jack Wood Sears by Searcy Lions

Stanley Stanford by Joe & Ruth Boyd, William & Ruby Mertins

Robert Sterrett by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions

Robert Steveken by Horace & Jane Shankwiler, Hot Springs Village Evening Lions

Katie Matlock Stone by Watson Chapel Lions

Sara Lee Suttle by Surry & Dori Shaffer

Marie Taylor by Alvin Reap

Lorene Vann by Jim & Ann Livingston

Nell Veregge by West Little Rock Lions

James E. Walter by Horace & Jane Shankwiler

Mary Munns-Williams by North Little Rock Lions, Garland Hay

Ruby Wilson by Bill & Ginny Freeman, Elmer & Janet Weinrich

In Honor Of:

Lee Aaron, Tom Arwood, Dr. Gary Butler, Brian Donsley, Carl Foreman, Dr. Bud Holt, Eddie Lamb, Larry Morgan, Leo Naeger, Melissa Rigsby, Rick Stewart, Dorothy Taken by Hot Springs Village Breakfast Lions Club

Wilma Edwards, Jim Forge by St. James Lions, MO

Sue Kastelic by Leona Kline

Joe Kitchens, Evelyn Lockhart , Harold Venable, Jimmy Woodyard by Grady Lions

Larry Luft by Peter Lane

Warren Proctor by Wanda Mitchell

Charlene Vick by Peter Lane

Darla Williams by Mr. & Mrs. Louis Blanchard









