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Lions World Services for the Blind is an internationally recognized, comprehensive adult blindness rehabilitation center. Over the past 61 years, we have helped more than 9,300 people with visual impairments regain their independence. We offer counseling, personal adjustment programs and 14 vocational programs to help our clients achieve lifelong independence.

Our mission, since 1947, is “to enable people who are blind or visually impaired to function independently and to live full, productive lives with dignity and self-respect, and to promote a positive public awareness of blindness.”
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Projects With Industry

Lions World Services for the Blind receives a Projects With Industry grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the authority of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, for creating and expanding job opportunities for persons who are blind in the competitive labor market.  The dollar amount of federal funds for the three-year period is $691,224, which is 80% of the total cost of the project that will be financed with federal funds.  Non-governmental funds from other sources will finance $172,806 or 20% of the total project cost.  

Mark Your Calendar!

August 22-23

Visiting Lions Day

October 13

Vision Award Luncheon
Blinded by a Near Fatal Disease, World Traveler from Taiwan Finds Hope in Arkansas
Approximately 70 percent of blind and visually impaired Americans are unemployed, according to the Labor Department. In most cases, they have the skills and they want a job; they just can’t find one. Oftentimes it’s because employers think blind people are helpless and can’t be effective workers.

Murphy Chu knows about this type of discrimination all too well.  

Murphy, 39, was born and raised in Taiwan. At the age of 21, he became totally blind. After struggling for several years to find a job in Taiwan, Murphy came to the United States at the age of 30. He thought there would be more job opportunities for blind people in the U.S. He soon learned that he was wrong.

Against All Odds

Murphy’s dream was to attend college and become an environmental conservationist. 

His plan was to enter the military at age 20 and go to college afterward. Murphy said all males are required to enter the military in Taiwan.

At the age of 21, Murphy was a sergeant in the military and was well on his way to obtaining his goal. But something happened that made his life and goals come to a screeching halt.

Murphy became infected with meningitis. Pigeons were carriers of the virus and there were lots of pigeon coops on the base, he said.

The doctors, however, did not diagnose it correctly and failed to properly treat it. Soon after he was infected, Murphy fell into a coma that lasted 80 days.

“When I woke up from the coma, I was totally blind. I had lost all of my senses. I couldn’t walk, couldn’t talk and couldn’t move my arms or legs. I couldn’t taste or smell or hear,” he said.

Murphy remembers thinking that perhaps he was dead. “Even though my body wasn’t working, I could still think. And I thought that maybe I had died and was in the world after death,” he said. “It was like my body was gone … I could only hear my thoughts.”

The doctor told his family that he would either die or live in a vegetative state.     

But Murphy recovered and eventually regained his senses, except for his sight. “The doctor said I was a miracle,” he said.

For a year, Murphy underwent intense physical therapy to learn how to walk again. “Everything else became normal, so I figured I would be able to see again, too. Then one day I realized that I might be blind forever.”

A New Plan

As do all people who lose their sight later in life, Murphy had a very difficult time accepting his blindness. “I didn’t want to be a ‘blind man,’ ” he said. “I didn’t want my freedom to be limited.”

Determined to succeed in the sighted world, Murphy attended the Institute for the Blind in Taiwan and took a computer programming class. “After my training ended I tried to find a job, but I couldn’t find one. The society was not open enough to employing people who are blind,” he said.

So Murphy returned to the Institute and completed another vocational program – massage therapy. In Taiwan, the government had authorized only blind people to provide massage services. “So the employment rate for blind people is actually high in Taiwan,” Murphy said, “but massage therapy is their only choice of employment.” 

For about a year, Murphy worked as a massage therapist but soon grew tired of it. “I didn’t want to be a massage therapist forever. I wanted a better opportunity for myself.”

Leaving his girlfriend, family and friends behind, Murphy decided to move to America in search of a better life.

From Taiwan to New Hampshire

Murphy chose to settle in New Hampshire because he had relatives living there. While there, he accomplished his goal and earned a degree in environmental conservation from the University of New Hampshire.

Murphy said his time in New Hampshire changed his life. “It was definitely a culture shock when I first arrived because I barely spoke English, but I received an unbelievable amount of help from people,” he said. “Before I came to America, I heard that America is very discriminatory, but it wasn’t true in my case.”

“People didn’t treat me any differently and they were very helpful,” he recalled. “I was happy in New Hampshire and I really enjoyed the feeling of accomplishment.”

While attending the university, Murphy also participated in the National Student Exchange Program and spent an entire semester at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

This trip sparked his interest in traveling. Since that trip, Murphy has traveled all over the United States and to many foreign countries. 

“People collect things … I collect cities. The cities I visit are my collection,” he said, smiling, while pointing to pictures of his travels on his computer. “Even though I can’t see the cities I visit, I enjoy the good food and the culture and the people. It’s the overall experience that I enjoy.”

Some of his favorite U.S. cities include New Orleans, Seattle, Philadelphia, San Francisco and New York. His international travels have taken him to China, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, the Dominican Republic, France, Germany, England, Austria, Switzerland, Mexico and Canada.

After graduating from UNH in 2004, Murphy moved to Los Angeles to live with his sister, thinking that he would surely be able to secure a job there.

But again, even armed with a degree and computer programming skills, he was unable to land a job. Fortunately, a state counselor in California told him about a place in Little Rock, Arkansas, that offered job training through the Internal Revenue Service with guaranteed job placement if an individual passes the program. Murphy decided to give it a shot.

A New Beginning

Murphy arrived at Lions World Services for the Blind in November 2007. “The program I’ve trained in at LWSB is very promising,” Murphy said. “If I pass the program, I will have a job when I leave here.”

Murphy trained in a program called “ESP.” (And no, he doesn’t know how to read minds.) ESP stands for Enterprise Solutions Programming. This 10-month course teaches computer programming and prepares an individual to work as a programmer at a business that has a large computer network.

Murphy specifically trained to be a computer programmer for the Internal Revenue Service. Before entering and passing the program, he was interviewed and selected by IRS managers.

This month, Murphy will pack his things once again for a cross-country move — but this time he will have a job waiting for him. Murphy will work for the IRS facility in Washington, D.C.

When asked about what he has gained from LWSB, Murphy smiles big and says, “a job.” “LWSB gave me the training to get a job.” 

Looking back on his life, Murphy said he’s realized that life is unpredictable. “I believe God made the decision for me to come here to LWSB,” he said.  

“And I didn’t even believe in God until I came to Arkansas,” he said. “For 18 years, I was frustrated because of my blindness. I wanted to believe in something, but never did. Then I came to Arkansas and met a friend who has shared the same struggles as I have, and he has overcome them. This really opened my eyes and made me believe.”

“LWSB has taught me the truth and it has set me free, just as my favorite Bible verse, John 8:32, says: ‘You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.’ ” 
Arkansas Governor and First Lady Visit LWSB 
Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe and First Lady Ginger Beebe took a tour of the 
LWSB campus in April. While on campus, they learned more about LWSB programs and were introduced to some trainees from Arkansas.
Arkansas Presidents Weekend

Incoming Lions Club presidents from all over Arkansas gathered in Little Rock June 20-21 for one purpose: to learn about the phenomenal services provided at LWSB. 

More than 50 guests from 26 Lions Clubs were treated to tours of the campus, demonstrations from trainees, a talent show, inspirational talks from trainees, and a barbecue dinner with all the fixings. The option to eat blindfolded to simulate the experience of dining without sight was presented and several Lions voluntarily participated.
Trainees

April 1, 2008 - June 30, 2008
Arkansas

Linda Edrington

Jonesboro

Tim Herold

Mountain Home

Heather Hoffman

Maumelle

Charles Macintosh

Forrest City

Samuel Parker

Magnolia

Rita Reese-Whiting

Fayetteville

James Rogers

Bryant

Jean Souza

Russellville

Warren Smith

Texarkana

Melfred Teller

Russellville

Doug Wilkiewicz

Mayflower
Arizona 

Andre Davis

Glendale

David Paul

Phoenix  
California

Edison Asturias

South El Monte

Liwayway Atienza

Union City

Jaella Benoit

Oakland

Murphy Chu

San Gabriel

Rex Chung

Los Angeles

Carol Diego

Daly City

Kennedy Dodds

Santa Rosa

Jason Holloway

Oakland

Jeremy Jurkovich

Marina

James Mannion

Eureka

Michael Mitchell

Pacific Grove

Allen Ramos

Colton

David Webster

Glendora
Connecticut

Kelsey Sparks

Bantam
Florida

Jeff Davis

Tallahassee

Delorea Holloway

Quincy

Everette Keeter

Tallahassee

Fred Longo

Coconut Creek

Donna Moore

Orlando

Georgia
Demarta Homer

Macon

Ron “Tre” Strother

Stone Mountain

Illinois

Jeffrey Les

Romeoville

Rebecca Raymer

Champaign

Indiana

Roosevelt Bradley

Crown Point

Marita Katzenberger

Rockville

Kentucky
Malinda Pease

Ermine

Joe Starks

Sparta

Louisiana

Dan Marshall

Leesville

Michigan

Matthew Popis

Rochester

Mississippi

Pam Dove

Lucedale

Missouri

Eric Foreman

St. Louis

Courtney Garvey

Ironton

Majid Khan

Ballwin

Corey McMahon

St. Louis

Cheryl Owens

Columbia

Rebekah Parks

Houston

Anthony Samson

St. Peters

Shelia Stevens

St. Louis

Michael “Kaleb” Tarry

Holt

Nevada

Fern Chappell

Reno

New Hampshire

Count Durante

Manchester

Ohio

Jeff Rother

Gnadenhutten

Oklahoma

Ronald Bailey

Pocola

Oregon
Stuart Kennedy

Medford

Rhode Island

Flaubert Dumas

Providence

Texas

Leah Brown

Houston

Patsy Cruz

Houston

Kevin Gonzales

Victoria

Terre Griffin

Cedar Park

Shane Hecker

Corpus Christi

Anthony Leach

Texarkana

Edward Luebken

Farwell

John David Moore

Fort Worth

Kyle Pleasant

Chandler

Annie Robledo

San Antonio

Elinda Sanders

Texarkana

Jeff Van Winckel

Arlington

Virginia

Brian McCann

Virginia Beach

Anna Thornton

Richmond

Virgin islands

Oleik Ledee

St. Thomas

Graduations

Fifteen individuals graduated from LWSB vocational training programs from March through June. The following is a list of the graduates and the programs in which they completed:

Small Engine Repair:  Mel Teller of Russellville, Arkansas, and Jeff Davis of Tallahassee, Florida 

Microsoft Computer Systems Engineer:  Stuart Kennedy of Medford, Oregon, and Kyle Pleasant of Chandler, Texas

Assistive Technology Instructor:  Jeff Kenyon of Gross Point, Michigan

Taxpayer Service Representative: Dan Marshall of Leesville, Louisiana; Rebecca Raymer of  Champaign, Illinois; Jaella Benoit of Oakland, California; Jeff Van Winckel of Arlington, Texas; James Mannion of Eureka, California; Michael Mitchell of Pacific Grove, California; and Liwayway Atienza of Union City, California

(The graduates are now working for the IRS in the following locations: Dan Marshall, Denver, Colorado; Rebecca Raymer, Richmond, Virginia; Jaella Benoit, Oakland, California; Jeff Van Winckel, Dallas, Texas; James Mannion, Portland, Oregon; and Liwayway Atienza, Oakland, California)

Contact Collection Representative: Fern Chappell of Reno, Nevada; Flaubert Dumas of Providence, Rhode Island; and Cheryl Owens of Columbia, Missouri

(Fern Chappell is now in Nashville, Tennessee; Flaubert Dumas is in Oakland, California; and Cheryl Owens is in Fresno, California.)  

Essence of Vision Fundraiser is a Smashing Success

More than 200 guests attended the Essence of Vision Luncheon and Style Show held April 23 at the Pleasant Valley Country Club in Little Rock. 

The annual event, formerly known as “Treat Your Treasure,” was hosted by the Angels for the Blind Auxiliary to raise money for the Independent Living Skills for Elderly Scholarship program at LWSB. 

Angels member Shirley Davis was the event chair and Steve Landers, Sr., president of the RLJ McLarty Landers Auto Group, was the guest speaker. Serving as masters of ceremonies were his two sons, Steve Landers, Jr., and Scott Landers. This year’s president of the Angels is Barbara Hickingbotham-Wood.

Angels members modeled the latest spring fashions by B. Barnett for the style show.

Newspaper Publisher to Receive Vision Award on October 13
The World Services for the Blind Foundation is pleased to announce that Walter E. Hussman, Jr. will receive the eighth Vision Award at the annual luncheon on Monday, Oct. 13, from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the DoubleTree Hotel in downtown Little Rock. 
The luncheon will benefit the programs at Lions World Services for the Blind. Tickets for the event are $100 per individual or $1,000 for a table of 10 and can be purchased by calling Amy Tyrrell at (501) 664-7100.

“We chose to honor Mr. Hussman because of his civic pride and his investment in the city of Little Rock. He has served on more than two dozen organizations, and he has given a considerable amount of both time and money to the public schools of Little Rock and Arkansas,” said Peter G. Kumpe, chairman for the WSB Foundation.

Hussman is a third-generation newspaper publisher and CEO of a mass media conglomerate known as WEHCO Media, Inc. He is the publisher of five Arkansas dailies, the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette in Little Rock, the largest newspaper in Arkansas, and the Chattanooga Times Free Press and the Texarkana Gazette.
DID YOU KNOW??

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES  ...

Provide life income with tax benefits that begin today

— AND —

Give YOU the opportunity leave a legacy to LWSB for tomorrow!!

Benefits of a Charitable Gift Annuity include:


• Your return is guaranteed for life


• You receive a generous tax deduction


• A portion of the income you receive may be tax-free

To find out more about CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES, call the Development Department at (501) 664-7100. You will be pleasantly surprised by how easy it is to reduce your taxes, get a guaranteed income, and support LWSB ... ALL AT THE SAME TIME!

Lions World Services for the Blind is accredited by the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Impaired.  
Lions World Services for the Blind received these memorial and special occasion gifts between April 1, 2008, and June 30, 2008. Gifts after June 30 will appear in the next issue.  

In Memory Of:

Bill Alverson by Greenwood Lions Club

Roy Bray by Blytheville Lions Club

Al Brzycki by Gerald & Sandra Lang

James Butler by Jim Ellis

Beverly Carl by John & Dolores McIntyre

Betty Caver by Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Allen Cheesman by Watson Chapel Lions Club

Jay Crabtree by Hot Springs Village Evening Lions Club

Chuck Cross by Del & Peggy Roberson

Charles Daniel by Watson Chapel Lions Club

Verlon Drennon by Hot Springs South Lions Club

Bill Edwards by William R. Grim, Hot Springs Lions Club

Bettie Emberton by Hope Lions Club

Pearl Faulkner by Nancy Otto

John Fitzgerald by Frances Fitzgerald

Ruby Gilreath by Juanita Foster, Quitman & Dorothy McDonald, Steve & Pat Pierce, Cindy Beck, Ann Fellinger, Cynthia Williams-Fletcher, Tom Hunt, Mary Olm, Betty Raper, Kristi Tucker, Eddie and Pamella Reedy

William Grills by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions Club

Mary Hall by Mrs. Ethel Luerssen

Bill Hampton by Jack & Charlotte Skelton, Hot Springs Village Evening Lions Club, Wayne Braje, Nell Brewer, Albert Lewis, Mr. & Mrs. William Long, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Rich, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Van Stone, Mr. & Mrs. Don Wells, Mr. & Mrs. Winston Wolfe

Bill Helms by Frankie & Joanne Moore, William R. Grim, Hot Springs Lions Club

Gloria Hill by Ms. Iona Ball

Cecil Holifield by Blytheville Lions Club

Albert Horvath by Robert & Rose Hofer, Robert Goodwin, John & Priscilla McFall

Don Janes by Hot Springs Village Evening Lions Club

Vern Jenkins by Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Rollin G. Caristianos

Merton Keller by Milt & Jo Brummer

Lee Kimbrough by Clarksville Lions Club

Roy Kumpe by Jack Deacon

Lucille Larson by Nancy Otto

Sarah Faye Lewis by L.W. & Carol Bridges

L.Q. Low by Danville Lions Club, Wendell & Joan Sides

John Luttrell by Fay Luttrell

Victor Meier by Hot Springs Village Lioness Club

May Hope Moose by Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Ann Murdock by Carl Foreman

R.A. Nelson by Blytheville Lions Club

Frances Newton by Hot Springs South Lions Club

Anne Pallister by Nellie Mason

Thomas Patterson by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Charles Pearce by Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Lila Lampkin, Albert & Amy Pais, Ed & Deanna Etheridge, Carol & Wesley Smelley

Betty Phillips by Surry & Dori Shaffer

Fred Prather by James Farrell

Karle Purdy by Dave DeGraff

Mary Reap by Watson Chapel Lions Club

John Ridings by Dave DeGraff

Dick Rybarczyk by Gerald & Sandra Lang

Jeannine Stidham by Milt & Jo Brummer

Patrick Tyrrell, Jr. by Melissa Dickey, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Larry Morgan

Bess Van Cleve by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions Club

Bettye Wallace by Carl Foreman, Bill Freeman, Earlene & Bill Hankins, Larry Morgan, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Dave DeGraff, Don & Debbie Freel, Billy & Mariam Graham

Harry Ward by the “Ole Foxes,” Judge Jack & Jane Holt

Dorothy Weiss by Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Bobby Wood by Jonesboro University Heights Lions Club

In Honor Of:

Raymond Reed by the Grady Lions Club

Charles Cross by Benton Lions Club

Lila Lampkin by Ruby Richardson

