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Lions World Services for the Blind is an internationally recognized, comprehensive adult blindness rehabilitation center. Over the past 60 years, we have helped over 9,200 people with visual impairments regain their independence. We offer counseling, personal adjustment programs, and 13 vocational programs to help our clients achieve lifelong independence.

Our mission is “to enable people who are blind or visually impaired to function independently and to live full, productive lives with dignity and self-respect, and to promote a positive public awareness of blindness.” That’s what we’ve been doing since 1947, and will continue to do for many more years.
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Projects With Industry

Lions World Services for the Blind receives a Projects With Industry grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the authority of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, for creating and expanding job opportunities for persons who are blind in the competitive labor market.  The dollar amount of federal funds for the three-year period is $691,224, which is 80% of the total cost of the project that will be financed with federal funds.  Non-governmental funds from other sources will finance $172,806 or 20% of the total project cost.  

Once a Visitor, Now a Believer

On a sweltering summer afternoon in August, Lions Club members from seven states toured the campus of Lions World Services for the Blind for the annual “Visiting Lions Day.” In the training kitchen, Lions watched a trainee give a cooking demonstration as the sweet smell of chocolate chip cookies lingered in the air. The visitors stared in awe as Joyce Schultz safely pulled out a pan of warm cookies from the oven. Joyce is blind, but she has learned how to cook safely, thanks to her training at LWSB. 

     “You know,” she told the guests while passing out the cookies, “I was standing right there in your shoes watching this same demonstration a few years ago. My husband and I are both Lions, and we toured LWSB at one of these Visiting Lions Day events.” 

     “But now I’m a trainee here because I’ve lost my sight,” she continued. “And what you are seeing today on your tour is important … you could also lose your sight someday and need these services.”

     Joyce knows firsthand the importance of learning how to remain self-sufficient after becoming blind. The 72-year-old received training at LWSB in the fall, thanks to a scholarship made possible by the Angels for the Blind Auxiliary. The scholarship provides elderly Arkansans who are visually impaired a month of specialized training that enables them to remain as independent as possible in their own homes. Today she is back at home with her husband, Wally, in Cherokee Village, Arkansas.

     “When Wally and I toured LWSB, we were so totally impressed,” Joyce said. “We saw blind and visually impaired people doing amazing things … we saw men who are totally blind taking apart and rebuilding engines and totally blind people using computers.”

     After taking the tour, Joyce gradually began to lose her sight as a result of both glaucoma and Age Related Macular Degeneration (AMD). 

     “The hardest thing about losing my vision was when my driver’s license was taken away,” she said. “I used to be very active in the community.” 

     As her vision continued to go downhill, Joyce said she became withdrawn and depressed. “My home became my security. I didn’t want to go anywhere,” she said. “I no longer enjoyed going to church because I couldn’t read the hymns. I no longer enjoyed going to the movies because I couldn’t see the screen.”

     Another difficult moment came when she realized she could no longer take care of her great-grandson. 

     “He is the love of my life, but the time came when I knew I just couldn’t take care of him safely anymore. It’s heartbreaking to me.”

   Joyce also remembers the day she realized that she needed to do something about her vision loss. “I will never forget that day,” she said. “My husband said to me, ‘It looks like I’ll have to take over in the kitchen now.’ That was a hard moment because it had always been my kitchen, but I burned more pots trying to cook with my vision loss.”

     Joyce contacted a representative from the Division of Services for the Blind, and the rep recommended the services at LWSB.

     “I soon found myself in the same environment that I was so much in awe of when I toured,” she said. “LWSB helped me to truly define my vision problems. The staff gave me ways to rise above what I was dealing with, even with the simplest of problems … they taught me other ways of doing things.”

     “LWSB gave me hope that there are answers, and that being blind won’t be the end of my world.” 

January is National Glaucoma Awareness Month

     The story of Joyce Schultz, who has both glaucoma and Age Related Macular Degeneration (AMD), is particularly fitting for this month because January is National Glaucoma Awareness Month and February is National Low Vision/AMD Month. 

     Glaucoma, often called the “sneak thief of sight,” can strike without symptoms and is one of the leading causes of blindness in the United States. 

     More than 3 million Americans have glaucoma. Although it cannot be prevented, it is treatable if caught in the early stages.

      AMD affects more than 15 million Americans and is the leading cause of visual impairment among people 50 years and older. There is no cure for AMD, but promising preventative measures can be taken in the fight against it.

     So this year, please make a resolution to see your eye doctor regularly for early detection of glaucoma and AMD.
Mark Your Calendar!

February 14

Valentine’s Day

(If you buy your sweetheart a gift online, please use www.igive.com and designate LWSB as your charity.)

April 23

Treat Your Treasure

Pleasant Valley Country Club

Little Rock, AR

Texas Lions Donate New Engines to LWSB’s Small Engine Repair Class
On a cold December day, two Lions from Texas were received very warmly by the trainees and staff in the Small Engine Repair class at LWSB. That’s because the Lions brought with them a truck load of new two- and four-cycle engines.  

     The engines, which will be used by the trainees for practice, were delivered by Lion Don Ballard and wife Florence Ballard and Lion Lewis Simpson, both of the New Baden/Camp Creek Lions Club in District 2S-5. The Lions in the New Baden/Camp Creek Club decided to purchase the small engines for LWSB after hearing Lion Michael Bolton, who had visited LWSB during Visiting Lions Day, describe the Small Engine Repair class.

     The Small Engine Repair course provides an individual with skills to repair a variety of popular two and four-cycle gasoline-powered small engines. The graduate is prepared to work as an independent contractor or as an employee in a repair business.

     The curriculum includes hands-on instruction with engines on lawnmowers, tillers, chain saws, and weed eaters. 

LWSB Receives National Recognition from EEOC 
The U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) recognized LWSB for its unique partnership with the Internal Revenue Service to train individuals with visual disabilities to work for the IRS.


At an awards ceremony in Washington in September, the IRS was presented the “Freedom to Compete Award” for its longstanding partnership with LWSB. EEOC presents the award to employers whose exceptional practices promote fair and open competition in the workplace. 

     The partnership between the IRS and LWSB dates back to 1967. Together, the IRS and LWSB train blind and visually impaired candidates for employment positions within the IRS.  

     During the training, the candidates are taught how to use alternative media training materials, as well as adaptive equipment and assistive technologies that will be used once the trainees are hired. 

     The partnership requires that the IRS hire qualified individuals when they successfully complete the pre-employment training. 

     LWSB President and CEO Ramona Sangalli views LWSB’s partnership with the IRS as a model for other employers to use. “The Internal Revenue Service should be proud of its record in employment of people with vision disabilities,” Sangalli said. “When LWSB provides job-specific training, clients know that success in training equals employment with the IRS and that means so much to our clients. As one student put it, ‘IRS looks at the ability, not the disability.’ ” 

     LWSB prepares candidates for three IRS positions: Taxpayer Service Representative, Contact Collection Representative and Service Center Collection Representative. To date, about 800 persons with significant visual impairments have been hired at IRS call centers around the nation via LWSB. 
LWSB CEO Nominated for Executive of the Year
Ramona Sangalli, president and CEO of LWSB, was named a finalist in the Nonprofit Executive of the Year category of the 20th annual Arkansas Business of the Year Awards. 

    The award is sponsored by Little Rock’s Arkansas Business Publishing Group, which specializes in 22 niche award-winning publications. 

The winner will be announced at the awards ceremony on February 26.
If you would like to remember us in your will, our legal name is Lions World Services for the Blind. 

Loyal Employee Retires After Four Decades of Service to LWSB
     Johnette Weiss, a former instructor in the rehabilitation teaching department, retired this year after 40 years of service to LWSB. Weiss was recognized for her long career at a recent staff party.

      Weiss served under all four of the center’s executive directors: Roy Kumpe, Howard Hanson, Jim Cordell and Ramona Sangalli. She came to LWSB (then known as Arkansas Enterprises for the Blind) as a trainee at the age of 19 from Marked Tree, Ark. Weiss suffers from retinitis pigmentosa, a degenerative eye condition characterized by tunnel vision and night blindness which frequently leads to total blindness. 

     During her time as a trainee, Weiss learned how to read and type Braille and how to travel independently through the use of a white cane. After training at LWSB, she graduated from Arkansas State University with a teaching degree. She then returned to LWSB as a rehabilitation teacher, where for the first eight years she taught trainees how to do math using an abacus.

     Throughout the years, Weiss has instructed blind and visually impaired individuals in a variety of tactual and auditory modes of communication, which are taught to compensate for the loss of sight. Some of the skill areas she has taught include Braille, handwriting, handling money, using talking calculators/watches/clocks and tape recorders. 

     Weiss said she feels fortunate to have met thousands of people from all over the world by working at LWSB.   
Annual Givers

Giving levels shown reflect gifts received during calendar year 2007.  
Knights of the Blind

($5,000 - $9,999)

Dave & Carol DeGraff

President’s Council 

($1,000-$2,499)

Arkansas Blue Cross 

& Blue Shield

Peter and Trudy Kumpe

Mr. Hubert W. Burkhalter

Billy & Mariam Graham

Bill & Ginny Freeman

David & Terry Hoopman

Fred & Cary Hunt 

Richard K. McKeown

Paul Rawlings

Dr. Harry Ward

Order of the Silver Cane 

($500-$999)

Stephen Bates

Cliff Curtis

Jim Davis

Dr. Thomas Duke

Anonymous 

James H. Gunter

Dr. & Mrs. Roy A. Grizzell

Bill & Earlene Hankins

Bill Heaston

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Kuykendall

Harry Leggett, Jr.

Mr. Thomas McGill

Fred & Carol Smith

R.G. “Bud” & Bettye Wallace

Mrs. Mary Young

Patron 

($250-$499)

Al & Eunice Brzycki

Anonymous

Carl & Marilyn Foreman

Phil & JoAnn Hobson

R.A. Nelson

Mrs. Delores Peterson

Ken & Wanda Schierling

Leonard & Eunice Sitzer

James F. Townsend

Mr. Vivian Williams

Century 

($100-$249)

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Ball

Michael D. Banks

David Bennett

Anonymous

Leo Bergeron

Michael & Caryn Bolton

Mrs. Helen Claire Bothwell

Mr. Bob Brandt

Mary Patricia Brown

BRM Foods, Inc.

Tommy & Mary Crow

Morris D. Cash

Dr. Gilbert Caver

Johnny Chambers

William Kent Clovis

Community Bakery

Charles Day

John W. DeHaven

Mr. & Mrs. Milt Earnhart

Ed & Deanna Etheridge

Charles Graham

Mrs. Kathryn S. Harris

Albert Horvath

Carl O. Hoxeng

Gloyd & Iris Huckabee

William R. Johnston

John & Julie Jones

William G. Joor

Robert & Suzette Keyser

Mrs. Leona Klein

Mrs. Frank Kumpuris

Lila Lampkin

Dean Mendenhall

William & Ruby Mertins

Ms. Wanda Mitchell

Larry & Billie Morgan

Bud & Doris Myers

Anonymous 

Thomas M. Murphy

Albert C. Newton

Ernest J. Opella

Dr. & Mrs. J. Mayne Parker

Warren Proctor

Jerry Pulliam

John G. Purifoy

Mary Jane Rebick

Mr. & Mrs. Del Roberson

Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Kenneth Schimel

Duaine Schoneweis

Leonard & Eunice Sitzer

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Smalley

Mary Snarr

Cal & Marian Spivey

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Stewart, Sr.

Mr. David S. Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Taylor

Molly Teeter

J. Donald Urquhart

Vangard Group

Mr. R.W. Wangenstein

Anonymous 

Dean Wells

Williams & Anderson

Thomas J. Wilson

Freddie Wolters

Donald & Karen Yardnell

Andy Yeager

Jerry & Judith Young

Contributors

Monica K. Allison

Joseph N. Anderson

Eugene Armstrong

Albert Becker, Jr.

Judge Elvin Brown

Mr. John O. Campbell

Mr. Richard P. Clark, II

Robert & Eleanor Clark

Mr. David Cone

David & Lee Conner

Eldon D. & Martha D. Cooley

Harry & Zona Covey, Jr.

Melissa Dickey

Mr. Neil Dobbins

Donald & Lois Drake

Bill & Susan Driscoll

Robert & Dianna Earhart

Anonymous

J.R. “Jules” Feinberg

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Floy

Louis S. Freeman

Mrs. Virginia Gardner

Stan & Paula Graves

W.S. & Joyce Gudmundson

Ms. Katherine Hackmann

Ms. Janet Hamlin

John & Alice Hancock

David Harris

William M. Hartmann

James Haverland

Craig Hillyard

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hofer

John T. Hogle

Glen E. Houts

Mrs. Anna Lee Ivey

Ernest P. Jensen

Mr. & Mrs. Paul H. Kay

Lloyd & Linda Kinnison

Janna R. Knight

Myron & Marie Koehler

Billie J. Layne

Robert & Dorothy Linden

Billy & La Ree Lyons

Samantha Marisetty

Mr. & Mrs. Frank E. Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Garth Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Martin

Ms. Elaine Martinelli

John & Frances Meade

Robert & Wanda Meyer

Anonymous

Mr. Gail Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Hollis Mize

Walter & Mary Jo Mizell

Jane Montgomery

Bill & Kathy Moore

Jocelyn Morris

Mrs. Mina Mosier

Ralph & Eleanor Murphy

Irma P. Nash

Vivian Oates

Richard C. Ourand

Mr. Robert Parker

Ms. Maxine Patterson

Anonymous

Carl E. Perry

Carl & Mary Peterson

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Piergiovanni

Hal & Virginia Poston

Bruce & Lee Powell

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Pratt

J. Edward Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Rohlman

Mr. & Mrs. David Salmen

Charles & Beverly Schlott

Monica Schmidt

Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Scott

Jay Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. Emil Skutchan

Rev. John J. Shepard

Dr. & Mrs. Robert J. Smith

Buddy & Jeanne Spivey

Robert L. Stephenson

Richard & Margaret Stribley

Gerald & Patricia Swalve

Mrs. Rosalyn Snyderman

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Traber

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Tylka

Mrs. Louise Webb

William & Tressie Wells

Edith L. Werner

Ms. Margaret Wetsel

Mr. & Mrs. Don White

Martha Jane Willett

Lloyd Willman

Billy C. Wood

Billy R. Wynn

In Kind Donations

Ms. Mary Jo Billings

Mr. Jerry Blackburn

Mr. Henry Carpenter

Mr. Larry Carpenter

Mr. Jim Chalikis

Cherokee Village Lutheran Church

Ms. Betty Freeland

Ms. Harryette Graham

Mr. James R. Kelley

Little Rock Zoo

New Baden Camp Creek Lions

Mr. John Roberston

Ms. Suzanne Ross

Mrs. M.L. Scogins

Tomomi Sekiya

Sherwood Glass and Mirror

Dr. Patricia Smith

Tennessee District 12-0

United Recreational Poker League

      The trainees, volunteers, and staff of Lions World Services for the Blind are extremely grateful to each donor for your support during this past year. Your continued concern for people who are blind and visually impaired allows us to remain a beacon of hope.

     As we move into a new year, full of excitement and change, we hope that each of you will renew the commitment to help provide the specialized training needed to ensure new life for our trainees. If you would like information on giving opportunities or how to become a member of the Visionaire Society, please contact the LWSB Development Office at 1-800-248-0734. We need your help now ... and in the future.
TRAINEES
August 1, 2007 - December 31, 2007
Arkansas

Clyde Branch

Little Rock

Dustin Brothers

Mena

Count Durante

Scott

Troy Elliott

Waldo

Tony Fraser

North Little Rock

Chad King

Redfield

Tommy McGee

Turnell

Karson Moorehead

Little Rock

Samuel Parker

Magnolia

Mavis Paxton

North Little Rock

Joseph “Stewart” Pearson

Star City

Christopher Rogers

Harrison

James Rogers

Bryant

Roy Sanchez

Mabelvale

Joyce Schultz

Cherokee Village

Buddy Spivey

Little Rock

Paul Suggett

Beebe

Melfred Teller

Russellville

Melissa Wesley

Little Rock

Thaddeus Wilkins

Dardanelle

Arizona 

Howard Clark

Phoenix

Andre Davis

Glendale

Raul Guzman

Yuma

Dorieen Miguel

Tucson  

California

Liwayway Atienza

Union City

Janella Benoit

Oakland

Keith Bowen

Napa

Murphy Chu

San Gabriel

Rex Chung

Los Angeles

Paul Cotton

Berkeley

Carol Diego

Daly City

Susan Hennig

Long Beach

James Mannion

Eureka

Steven Martin

Petaluma

Geoffrey Meister

Bakersfield

Michael Mitchell

Pacific Grove

Allen Ramos

Colton

Jared Rimer

Woodland Hills

Laureen Scardina

Santa Rosa

Connecticut

Lisa Heberger

Stratford

Brendan Reynolds

Newington

Kelsey Sparks

Bantam

Brian Tinsley

Bloomfield

Florida

Beau Broten

West Palm Beach

Jeff Davis

Tallahassee

Maria Gomez

Lakeworth

Ronald Gunter

Perry

GEORGIA

Aimee Lewis

Atlanta

Illinois

Terry Bridgmon

DeKalb

Rufus Glass

Carbondale

Rebecca Raymer

Champaign

Indiana

Ajenette Guiterrez

New Albany

Marita Katzenberger

Rockville

KANSAS

Jay Browder

Overland Park

Kentucky

Larry Acree

Eastern

Louisiana

Dan Marshall

Leesville

MASSACHUSETTS

Earl Williams

Hewton Highlands

Michigan

Eleanor Chaney

Highland Park

Jeff Kenyon

Gross Point

Roxann Pollard

Barryton

Mona Stith

Farmington Hills

Missouri

Bryan Alkire

Lexington

London Bell

St. Louis

Felicia Booker

St. Louis

Jerry Britt

Independence

Bryan Franklin

Independence

David Frost

St. Peters

Cody Gerlach

Sedalia

Robert Gillman

Lebanon

Deirdre Hays

St. Louis

Cheryl Owens

Columbia

Gary Owens

Columbia

Albert Ramirez

Greentop

William “Buddy” Spires

Vandalia

Amanda Stogsdill

High Ridge

North Carolina

Richard Parker

Hendersonville

OHIO

Niral Sheth

Parma

Oklahoma

Donald Duncan

Tallihina

Christopher Gilbert

Tulsa

Melissa Hanna

Luther

Nathaniel Martinez

Edmond

Virginia Toney

Okmulgee

OREGON

Stuart Kennedy

Medford

Rhode Island

Flaubert Dumas

Providence

Amber Ladwig

Pascoag

Tennessee

Monica Lofton-Jones

Smithville

Texas

Heather Adams

Grand Prairie

Randi Beckham

Graham

Michael Figueroa

San Antonio

Jessie Hadley

New Caney

John Larkin

Fort Worth

Anthony Leach

Texarkana

Aaron McLeod

Austin

Daniel Miller

Grand Prairie

John David Moore

Fort Worth

Kyle Pleasant

Chandler

Celia Rodriguez

Grand Prairie

Elinda Sanders

Texarkana

Addie Spencer

Dallas

Jeff Van Winkle

Arlington

Samuel White

San Antonio

UTAH

Cameron Waters

North Ogden

Virginia

Ronan Little

Staunton

Savannary Ok

Lorton

Vermont

Alfred Hall

Newport

Armond Laroche

St. Albans

WASHINGTON
Heath Brown

Brewster

Glads and Grads

Fall and winter months at LWSB have been busy with 20 trainees graduating from vocational programs.  

Samuel White of San Antonio, Texas, and Chad King of Redfield, Ark., both graduated from the Enterprise Solutions Programming course. 

Completing their training in the Horticulture program were Donald Duncan of Talihina, Okla., and Jessie Hadley of New Caney, Texas.

 Keith Bowen of Napa, Calif., graduated from the Bicycle Assembly Repair program and Ronan Little of Staunton, Va., graduated from the Small Engine Repair program. 

 Graduating from the Customer Service program were Amber Ladwig of Pascoag, R.I., and Brendan Reynolds of Newington, Conn. 

Virginia Toney of Okmulgee, Okla., graduated from the Small Business Management program.

The IRS Contact Collection Representative program graduated five individuals who headed to IRS call centers around the country. Their names, along with their new cities of employment, are as follows: Larry Acree, Kansas City, Mo.; Cameron Waters, Denver, Colo.; Roxann Pollard, Jacksonville, Fla.; Armand Laroche, Denver, Colo.; and Beau Broten, Atlanta, Ga. 

Graduating from the IRS Taxpayer Service Representative program were Aimee Lewis, Felicia Booker and Heath Brown. Lewis and Booker are now working for the IRS in Jacksonville, Fla., and Brown is working for the IRS in Portland, Oregon. 

Mona Stith and Bryan Alkire graduated from the Service Center Collection Representative program. Stith is working for the IRS in Brookhaven, N.Y., and Alkire is working for the IRS in Kansas City, Mo. 
Memorials and Honorariums

Lions World Services for the Blind received these memorial and special occasion gifts between August 1, 2007 and December 31, 2007. Gifts received after December 31 will appear in the next issue.  

In Memory of: 

Maxine Adkins by Carl & Marilyn Foreman

Marletta Armstrong by ARChild Therapists, Kathleen, Dr. Mosely

Bill Bauer by Amy Pais

Gertrude Butler by Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Dick Seifert

Rodney Carter by Milt & Jo Brummer

Nancy Curry by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ritter, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Thad & Lynn Luther

Billy Dodson by Hope Lions Club

Leon Dyer by Gene & Bonnie Carter

Tim Elder by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions Club, Donald & Myrna McGee

Harlan Fukey by Eileen Olson

Mary Gephardt-Thompson by Nellie Amondson, Vicki Brewer, Dennis Gephardt, Amy Pais, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Eddie Schwarz, Ron Winfrey

Edna Griffin by Maumelle Lions Club

Hubert Hankins by John McIntyre

Willard Hankins by Farmington Lions Club

Grace Holland by Benton Lions Club

Wally Keller by Milt & Jo Brummer

Peter Lane by Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Gullett, Melvin & Angela Hall, Imogene Torrence

Paul Ledbetter by Bentonville Breakfast Lions Club

Paul Lettenberger by Bentonville-Bella Vista Lions Club, Donald & Myrna McGee

Herman Luschar by Donald & Myrna McGee

Elmer Richard Martin by Nellie Mason

Mary Ann McClellan by Hope Lions Club

Billy Morris by Bill & Ginny Freeman, Hope Lions Club

Hoyt Neill by Madelyn Beard, David & Scarlett Burks, Glenn & June Cline, Martha Doan, Dot East, Jackie Fallis, Myra De Ginther, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Linda Jenkins, David & Tammy Johnston, Willard M. Lewis, Don & Beverly Murphy, Alvin & Marjorie Reap, Rebecca Reap, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Mr. & Mrs. Buford Suffridge, Walls & Margaret Trimble, Thad & Lynn Luther, John C. Reap

Bill Ott, Sr. by M. Alberta Bennison

Harris Owen by Russell D. Rawn

Carol Paxions by Luther & Nancy Otto

Henry Proctor by Betty Hughes Goodman, Warren Proctor

Bonnie Purdy by Bill & Ginny Freeman, Hope Lions Club

J.C. Ross by Grady Lions Club

William Samp by Milt & Jo Brummer

C.J. Sexton by Hot Springs South Lions Club

Royce Snyder by Star City Lions Club

Ruby Steadman by Watson Chapel Lions Club 

Lynn Stuart by William R. Grim, Hot Springs Lions Club

Heather Underwood by Hope Lions Club

Dean Willows by Bentonville Noon Lions Club

Theresa Wisniewski by Hot Springs Lioness Club

Patricia Wright by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Donna Zarorski-Plemel by Hot Springs Lioness Club

Marletta Armstrong by Doug & Tami Adkisson, Imogene Adkisson, Mary Ann Gammill, Sandra Haden, David & Paula Kirby, Dr. Stephen & Frances Replogle

Virginia Buck by L. Cotton Thomas & Company

Ann Tyler Burton by Marion Burton

Gertie Butler by Mary Patricia Brown

Lorene Casey by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Carl DeVore by Thad & Lynn Luther

Jim Fowler by Melvin Dale

James Hoffman, Sr. by John McIntyre

Loran Klein by Leona Klein

Cardie Lewis by Bill & Ginny Freeman

James McAlister by Jonesboro University Heights Lions

DeWitt A. McCall by Paul & Kathryn Rawlings

Katheryn McKinnon by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Jeanie B. Royse by Thad & Lynn Luther

Lynn Stewart by Mr. & Mrs. C.L. Merritt

Margaret Therman by John McIntyre

Lisa Turner by William & Ruby Mertins

Harriet Wellons by Nellie Mason

Lloyd “Red” Wells by Charles & Patricia Brock, Jack & Jane Garison, William & Nancy Liggin, Edmund & Betty Powell, Ms. R.D. Shock, Rex & Marianna Adams, Max & Marlys Richman, Horace & Jane Shankwiler, Ethel Luerssen, Lewis & Beverly Olmstead, Paul Grasse, Greg Nichols, Dave & Carol DeGraff, Carl & Marilyn Foreman, Mack & Mary Harris, Nancy Nichols, Bernard Stangler

In Honor of:

Harold & Norma Buckland by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ritter

Alice Hernandez by Texas Society Southern Dames of America

Janice Middlebrooks by Arkansas Lions-Multiple 

District 7

Lee Zuehlke by Grady Lions Club

Diana Anderson by Jennifer Malkin

Dr. Denver Barger by Karen Baker

Blind Students of Arkansas by Katherine Hackmann

Gerald Carr by Mr. & Mrs. James A. Smalley

Chester Cobb by Grady Lions Club

Dr. Lynn David by Karen Baker

Jim Davis by Corpus Christi Shoreline Lions Club

Richard H. Evans by Elyse Fiebert

Berenice Kumpe by Cara Snyder Elias, Priscilla Gray, Basil & Susan Gray, Priscilla Kumpe, Chad Kumpe, Peter & Trudy Kumpe, Lila Lampkin, Chadwick Kumpe Platt

LWSB Training Staff by Jeannie Bates

George Prange by Laura Jo Prange, Jean Prange

Raymond Reed by Grady Lions Club

Ramona Sangalli by Jeannie Bates

Steve Stephens by William W. Satterfield

Jack & Wanda Thorp by Kaye Bounds

Willard & Patsy Thorp by Wanda M. Thorp

Business Service Advisory Council Holds Annual Meeting at LWSB
Every year, LWSB hosts a meeting of rehabilitation professionals to ensure that LWSB remains on the leading edge of rehabilitation services for people who are blind and visually impaired.

    This year, 17 representatives attended the annual Business Service Advisory Council on November 28-30 to discuss current trends in vocational training and career placement, the changing needs of people who are blind and visually impaired and other rehabilitation issues within the field of blindness.

     The representatives are made up of state rehabilitation agency heads and staff, university rehabilitation program administrators and LWSB employees. Attending the meeting were staff from the Arkansas Council of the Blind, Arkansas School for the Blind, Central Arkansas Workforce Center, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, IRS, Arkansas Veterans Affairs and Mississippi State University. Representatives from state blindness agencies came from Arkansas, Illinois, Michigan, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma and Oregon. The event was chaired by Dr. Larry Baker.

     The annual meeting enables LWSB staff to receive crucial feedback from the state blindness agencies that refer clients to LWSB. “This meeting is a chance for us to make sure we are meeting each state’s needs, serving their clients appropriately, and keeping our programs up to date,” said Kristin Dow, Vice President for Recruitment and Admissions. 

     One of the issues that was heavily discussed was training in the area of soft skills. Dow explained that in order for an individual with sight loss to be successful in the job place, he or she not only needs to have the proper vocational skills, but also the soft skills, such as workplace etiquette, social skills, grooming, attitude, etc.

LWSB Receives Special Donation from Family of LWSB Founder 
The family and friends of Berenice Kumpe wanted to do something special for her 90th birthday. So instead of buying gifts, they collected $1,000 among themselves and donated it to LWSB in her honor.

Berenice is the widow of Roy Kumpe, the founder of LWSB. 

Her birthday party guests included her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and friends, including Lila Lampkin, who was Mr. Kumpe’s administrative assistant and one of the first employees at LWSB.

 The donation will go toward the campaign to raise funds for the new campus.    
Four Easy Ways to Reduce Your Taxes ... And Help LWSB At the Same Time
As you file your taxes this year, please consider contributing to LWSB. Here are some ways you can help:

     1.  Make a cash contribution to help LWSB fulfill its mission. Cash contributions may be deducted up to 50% of your adjusted gross income.

     2.  Give a gift of stock or real property. If held more than 12 months, your gift can be deducted at its full fair-market value. Also, the sale of appreciated property generates a capital gains tax. However, if you make a gift of the property to LWSB, you pay no capital gains tax.

     3.  Establish a Life Income Agreement. A life income agreement is a contract between you and LWSB. The contract arranges for you to transfer assets to LWSB in exchange for regular payments for life at a very attractive rate. Other advantages are:

  • You receive a current income tax deduction.

  • You avoid the capital gains tax when you use appreciated securities or real property to fund certain life income agreements.          

  • Savings from estate and inheritance taxes on assets transferred to LWSB.

     4.  Make a bequest in your will.  A bequest ensures your continuing support to the future of LWSB. If you are among the 50% of Americans who do not have a will, this is an ideal time to contact your attorney and write one. Through your will you can leave:

  • A specific dollar amount

  • A percentage of your estate

  • Specific property

  • The residue (what is left after all other bequests are taken care of) of your estate

     All bequests to qualified charitable organizations are totally exempt from any federal and state inheritance death taxes.

     For more information about how you can help LWSB provide training to people who are blind or visually impaired through your charitable gifts, please contact Larry Morgan at (501) 664-7100, or e-mail him at development@lwsb.org.
Building a VISION
Seventh Annual Vision Award Luncheon Raises Funds for LWSB
     On November 5, a man with a great vision for Arkansas was presented the seventh annual Vision Award by the World Services for the Blind Foundation. Claiborne Deming was the distinguished honoree at this year’s fundraising luncheon, which was held at the DoubleTree Hotel in Little Rock. B.J. Sams of Today’s THV emceed the event, and Walter Hussman, Jr., publisher of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, presented the award to Deming. More than 300 guests attended the luncheon.

     For the past 13 years, Deming has served as President and Chief Executive Officer of Murphy Oil Corporation, headquartered in El Dorado. Murphy Oil, the nation’s ninth largest petroleum refiner, is a worldwide oil and gas exploration and production company with refining and marketing operations in the United States and the United Kingdom and crude oil and natural gas exploration and production operations in Canada.   

     Deming is the driving force behind the “El Dorado Promise,” a scholarship program which provides graduates of El Dorado High School in El Dorado, Arkansas, a tuition scholarship for college. The program was established and funded exclusively by Murphy Oil Corporation.

     “Claiborne Deming is a well-respected business leader and role model with a bold initiative,” said Ramona Sangalli, president and CEO of LWSB. “Because of his commitment to his hometown, the children of El Dorado will have a brighter future.”

     Deming said at the luncheon he feels “lucky to be in a position to give away my company’s money.” According to the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, as a result of the El Dorado Promise, the school population has increased, real estate value has increased and a millage has been passed to build a new high school.

     Each year, the WSB Foundation selects a distinguished Arkansan with a personal commitment to community service who has demonstrated far-reaching vision to successfully orchestrate events through business enterprises or community and governmental involvement to help better society for all citizens, both with and without sight.

Christmas Time in the City
Guests Share Holiday Spirit in High-in-the-Sky Condo While Raising Money for LWSB
The spectacular nighttime view of Little Rock was just one of the highlights of the December 7 “Holiday Visions” fundraiser, co-sponsored by the Angels for the Blind Auxiliary and the World Services for the Blind Foundation. The annual fundraiser was held in the 17th floor penthouse condo of Steve and Sandy Landers housed in the luxurious downtown 300 Third Tower building. LWSB was the lucky nonprofit to be the first to hold a fundraising event in the spacious condo. The event raised $14,000 for the new building fund for LWSB. 

     “Christmas Time in the City” was the aptly named theme for the party, which showcased an ornately designed condo filled with extravagant holiday decor. 

     Eighty guests enjoyed heavy hors d’oeuvres provided by Copper Grill and Grocery and a wine and martini bar provided by Glazer’s Wholesale Distributors. Arvest Bank was the presenting sponsor.      
Selected Financial Information

For the year ended June 30, 2007

Statement of Activities

Net Assets at Beginning of Year

$6,138,061

Net Assets at End of Year


$6,399,783

Change in Net Assets



($261,722)

Statement of Cash Flow

Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities
$725,692

Net Cash Provided by Investing Activities
$453,351

Net Increase in Cash & Cash Equivalents
$112,401

Beginning Cash & Cash Equivalents

$304,383

Ending Cash & Cash Equivalents

$416,784

Statement of Functional Expenses

Program Services



$1,816,456

Management & General Services
  
 $367,331

Fundraising Services

  
 
$163,079

TOTAL




$2,346,866

Statement of Financial Position

Total Assets




$9,904,077

Total Liabilities



$3,504,294

Total Net Assets



$6,399,783

The complete booklet of financial statements, notes to financial statements and independent auditor’s report is available at Lions World Services for the Blind 

during normal working hours.

 This publication is available in Braille or cassette tape upon request.
Lions World Services for the Blind is accredited by the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Impaired. 
