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A Look Back at 2006
Crazy Shades

A good time was had by all at this year’s Crazy Shades, a fundraiser hosted by the Angels for the Blind Junior Auxiliary. The party featured a live band, pizza and beverages, and a silent auction.
Holiday Visions

Models donned fur coats and guests enjoyed tasty hors d’oeuvres and bid on fantastic silent auction items at this year’s Holiday Visions, hosted by the World Services for the Blind Foundation. The annual fundraiser raised approximately $16,000.
LWSB Christmas Party

Christmas is always a great time at LWSB. This year’s party for staff and trainees included a holiday buffet with all the trimmings, gift giving, singing, and performances by our talented trainees and staff.
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New Life

A magazine of Lions World Services for the Blind

Lions World Services for the Blind is an internationally recognized, comprehensive adult blindness rehabilitation center. Over the past 59 years, we have helped over 9,000 people with visual impairments regain their independence. We offer counseling, personal adjustment programs, and 13 vocational programs to help our clients achieve lifelong independence.

Our mission is "to enable people who are blind or visually impaired to function independently and to live full, productive lives with dignity and self-respect, and to promote a positive public awareness of blindness." That's what we've been doing since 1947, and will continue to do for many more years.
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New Life is published quarterly by Lions World Services for the Blind, a non-profit organization located in Little Rock, Ark. 

Contact Information:

2811 Fair Park Boulevard

Little Rock, AR 72204 

phone: (501) 664-7100

fax: (501) 664-2743  

Please visit our web site at www.lwsb.org or send us an e-mail at training@lwsb.org or development@lwsb.org.

Mark Your Calendar

February 8

WSB Foundation Meeting

February 14

Valentine’s Day

(If you buy your sweetheart a gift online, please use www.igive.com and designate LWSB as your charity.)

March 28

LWSB Board Meeting

April 25

Treat Your Treasure

Luncheon

(For information about this event, contact Paula Graves at pgraves@lwsb.org.)
Lions World Services for the Blind receives a Projects With Industry grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the authority of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, for creating and expanding job opportunities for persons who are blind in the competitive labor market.  The dollar amount of federal funds for the three-year period is $691,224, which is 80% of the total cost of the project that will be financed with federal funds.  Non-governmental funds from other sources will finance $172,806 or 20% of the total project cost.

Thank You for Your Support!
The staff at Lions World Services for the Blind would like to thank the following restaurants that participated in our Dine to Donate fundraising program in 2006. We truly appreciate your generosity. 

Applebee's

Argenta Coffee House

Browning's Mexican Food

El Chico's

Popeye's

Sufficient Grounds Cafe

U.S. Pizza

If you would like to be added to our Dine to Donate e-mail distribution list, please e-mail Melissa Dickey at mdickey@lwsb.org.
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Surf the Net and Help LWSB
Now with a click of a mouse, you can help raise money for Lions World Services for the Blind.

Lions World Services for the Blind is a registered charity with GoodSearch.com. This means that LWSB will receive a direct donation every time one of our supporters uses GoodSearch to search the Internet.  

You use GoodSearch.com just like any other search engine, and the site is powered by Yahoo! so it delivers high-quality search results each time you use it. But what separates GoodSearch.com from other popular search engines is that each time you use GoodSearch and specify LWSB as your charity, money is generated for Lions World Services for the Blind. 

To get started, go to www.goodsearch.com and type in Lions World Services for the Blind in the appointed box before you execute a search. GoodSearch donates a penny each time a supporter searches the web for LWSB. And those pennies can quickly add up to hundreds and thousands of dollars the more people search on behalf of LWSB!

GoodSearch, which has been featured in OPRAH magazine, USA Today, The New York Times, Wall Street Journal and Fortune, is a search engine with a mission that donates 50 percent of its advertising revenue to the charities and schools selected by its users. Last year, search engines generated close to $6 billion in revenue from advertisers.  

We hope that you will not only use GoodSearch as your main search engine from here on out, but will also pass this message on to your friends and family. The more people who use this, the more money will go to Lions World Services for the Blind.

LWSB Searches for Alumni for Association
If you graduated from Lions World Services for the Blind, we want to hear from you! LWSB is forming an alumni association for former trainees, which will benefit both the alumni and LWSB staff. 

The alumni association will enable LWSB staff to track the whereabouts and the accomplishments of former trainees, and it will give past trainees the chance to network, support LWSB, stay up-to-date with new happenings, and get back in touch with old friends.

In addition, the association will allow LWSB to expand its public education program by recruiting alumni to be ambassadors and give speaking presentations in their area on behalf of LWSB. 

Plans are under way to organize an event to celebrate LWSB’s 60th anniversary this year, and we hope to have many alumni present at the festivities.

For more information on the alumni association, e-mail alumni@lwsb.org, visit www.lwsb.org, or contact Melissa Dickey at (501) 664-7100.
LWSB Receives $700,000 Donation 
On Thursday, Oct. 26, a $700,000 bequest was presented to officials at LWSB. The bequest came from the late Mildred Bryson Lang of Prescott, Ark., who died in April 2006 at the age of 92. LWSB CEO Ramona Sangalli said this was the single largest donation ever made to LWSB.

The donation was presented by Charles and Diane Sharpe, friends of Mrs. Lang. Mrs. Lang was a patient of Dr. Don Freel of Hope, PDG and former president of the LWSB Board of Directors. Mrs. Lang's father was blind the last 25 years of his life.

The money will be used to benefit the endowment and training programs at LWSB. The bequest was given in memory of John H. Bryson, Jr., Leola Steel Bryson, Ralph L. Bryson and Carl N. Lang. 

Ada Staten is LWSB Employee of the Year
Ada Staten was named 2006 Employee of the Year during LWSB’s Staff Appreciation luncheon Oct. 27. Ms. Staten was honored because of her dedication to LWSB and its trainees. She has worked as a housekeeper at LWSB for 42 years. 

The LWSB Employee of the Year is nominated by staff members. 

An anonymous staff member said of Ms. Staten: “When I think of the words dependable, hard working and team player, I think of Ada Staten. She is always willing to assist a trainee or staff member. ”
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Annual Givers

**Giving levels shown reflect gifts received during calendar year 2006.
Knights of the Blind

($5,000 - $9,999)

American Pawn Superstores

Anonymous

Sponsor 

($2,500 - $4,999)

Anonymous

Dave & Carol DeGraff

President's Council

($1,000 - $2,499)

Anonymous

Arkansas Blue Cross and Blue Shield

Hubert W. Burkhalter

Thomas & Pam Epperson

Billy & Mariam Graham

Peter & Trudy Kumpe

Paul Rawlings

Lou Schickel

Horace & Jane Shankwiler

Mr. & Mrs. John Steuri

Dr. & Mrs. Harry Ward

Order of the Silver Cane

($500 - $999)

Bill & Ginny Freeman

Mr. & Mrs. William Kuykendall

Harry Leggett, Jr.

Thomas McGill

Mary Delia Prather

Eugene Remley

Bill & Jean Shannon

Bud & Bettye Wallace

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Watson, Jr.

Richard & Gloria West

Williams & Anderson

Patron

($250 - $499)

Clyde Anderson

Michael D. Banks

Robert Brandt

Al & Eunice Brzycki

Chris & Lisa Clinton

Bill & Earlene Hankins

Berenice Kumpe

Delores Peterson

Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Leonard & Eunice Sitzer

Century

($100 - $249)

John G. Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Ball

Debbie Benton

Janive Blanchard

Patricia Boggess

Helen Claire Bothwell

John O. Campbell

Morris Cash

Dr. Gilbert Caver

Martha Cazer

Owen & Linda Curry

Mr. & Mrs. Milt Earnhart

Carl & Marilyn Foreman

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Funk, Jr.

John & Janet Gillham

Joe L. Goodrum

Sandra Hamilton

Bobby & June Harter

James & Ginger Johnson

Nancy Johnson

William R. Johnson

Robert & Suzette Keyser

Karl Kimball

Margaret Kolb

Kula Kumpuris

La Moderne Club

Lila Lampkin

John Landrum, Jr.

Carolyn Marlin

Dean Mendenhall

William & Ruby Mertins

Nancy Miller

Larry & Billie Morgan

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Nelson

Dr. Virginia Norris

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Nutt

Ernest J. Opella

Dr. & Mrs. J. Mayne Parker

Fred & Mary Peyton

John Purifoy

Kenneth Schimel

Duaine Schoneweis

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Scott

Pat Smith

Pat Snodgrass

Larry & Linda Spann

Cal & Marian Spivey

Virginia Staley

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Stewart, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Turner

Donald Urquhart

R. W. Wangenstein

Dean Wells

Ralph M. Williams

Vivian Williams

Bobby Gene Wilson, III

Jerry & Judith Young

Contributors

Monica Allison

Terry & Kitty Austin

James Bates

Stephen Bates

Phil Bourne

L. L. & Becky Brosius

Elvin Brown

Garion Brunson

Joe & Anita Burke

Dr. Bettye Caldwell

Mr. & Mrs. Breck Campbell

George Caristianos

Terry & Janie Carson

Richard P. Clark, III

William Kent Clovis

Anonymous

Ruth Cohoon

Anonymous

Edward Davis

Irving Deihl

Alex and Cannell Dillard

Neil Dobbins

Bill & Susan Driscoll

J. R. Feinbert

Edna Grace Finch

Anonymous

Louis Freeman

Bill Gardner

Virginia Gardner

Roam Gunn

John & Margaret Guzzi

Katherine Hackmann

John Hancock

Mary Hardy

Kathryn Harris

William Hartmann

Marilene Heierman

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hofer

John Hogle

Ray Isenman

Anna Lee Ivey

Roy Jackson

Marilyn Jennings

Ernest Jensen

Viva Sue Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kay

Anonymous

Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Kinnison

Leona Klein

Dr. Myron Koehler

Nellie Kumpe

Billie J. Layne

Lowell & Della May Lenz

Robert Linden

Margery Long

Dr. Audie Lynch

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Martin

Jon Martin

H. K. McCaleb, Jr.

D. E. & Nancy McClure

John & Frances Meade

Gail Miller

Melvin & Flo Mills

Sally Miner

Amanda Moore

Prather & Melba Munnerlyn

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Nelson

Daryl Newcomb

H. M. & Margaret Nuss

Vivian Oates

Ernest Opella

Robert Parker

Anonymous

Carl & Mary Peterson

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Piergiovanni

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pratt

Edward Rall

Max Rasquinha

Meta Reed

Johnny Reimschisel

Henry Rohlman

Mr. & Mrs. David Salmen

Howard Samuelson

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schlott

Monica Schmidt

Tom Scott

Cindy Seay-Webb

Rev. John J. Shepard

Mr. & Mrs. Emil Skutchan

Rosalyn Snyderman

Robert Stephenson

Robert Steveken

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Traber

Mr. & Mrs. John Truemper, Jr.

R. W. Tumy

Anonymous

Louise Webb

Robert West

Don White

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert White

Warren & Carole Wille

Carroll & Emma Jean Wilson

Thomas Wofford
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Trainees

October 1, 2006 - January 1, 2007
Alabama

Joseph Villarreal

Mobile

Arkansas

Diane Anderson

Mountain Home

Vickie Austin

Little Rock

Tammy Burgess

El Dorado

Clinton Copeland

Mayflower

Lamar Coursey

Hot Springs

Floyd Dukes

North Little Rock

Melissa Evans

Fayetteville

Samuel Fletcher Sr.

Pottsville

Ronald Gillespie

Heber Springs

Loyace Grayes

El Dorado

George Lacy

Jacksonville

Henry Moore

Forrest City

Stanley Persful

Pocahontas

Milton Owens

Little Rock

Cameron Pennington

Fouke

Roy Thurman

North Little Rock

Mark Titus

Little Rock

Arizona 

Dorieen Miguel

Tucson

Arturo Mota

Somerton

Joshua Torres

Glendale

Eddy Vaughn

Tucson

Alicia Vega

Tucson

California

Keith Bowen

Napa

Tony Collins

Oakland

James Damm

Pinole

Carol Diego

Daly City

Micah Festerly

Santee

Khanh Hoang

Concord

Richard Orozco

Commerce

Connecticut

Kenneth Clifford

Rockville

Christopher Murphy

Mansfield Center

Jolene Nemeth

Franklin

Brendan Reynolds

Newington

Florida

Jessie Johnson

Orange Park

Elizabeth Lauwidjaja

Orlando

Illinois

David Kretschmer

Carbondale

Indiana

Misty Long

Lafayette

Kentucky

Stewart Helms

Bowling Green

Louisiana

Ricky Hanson

Lafayette

Kristy Roche

Kenner

Massachusetts

Jennifer Ptaschnik

Mansfield

Michigan

Wayne McCune

Willis

Minnesota

Mark Paulson

Moose Lake

Mississippi

Marcus Deloach

Columbus

Missouri

Ashley Cawvey

Pevely

Jack Crouch

King City

Robbie Gann

Oak Grove

Anthony Gutierrez

Monett

Joyce Layton

Belton

Sara Skroh

Cainsville

Steven Solt

St. Louis

New York

Aaron Card

Adams

David Dunphy

Garden City

William Moroney

Alden

North Carolina

John Turner

Fayetteville

Ohio

Barry Jones

Medina

Sylvia McNeal

Columbus

David Walle

Cincinnati

Oklahoma

Kevin Covill

Ponca

Joseph Francis

Stillwater

David McCollough

Midwest City

Joseph Rothers

Vian

Tammie Smith

Wakita

Ricardo Viera

Altus

Pennsylvania

Tom Michalovicz

Latrobe

Rhode Island

Amber Ladwig

Pascoag

Tennessee

Monica Lofton

Smithville

Texas

Ajaiba “A.J.” Ahmed

Austin

Joseph Aragon

El Paso

Brandon Bunch

College Station

Matthew Cain

Belton

Mary Guillory

Texarkana

Ismael Herrera

San Antonio

Rhonda Johnson

Paris

Samorrow Johnson

Dickinson

Helen Lee

Pleasanton

Rhonda Pion

San Antonio

Jessica Silva

El Paso

Charles Zoski

Trenton

International

Heba Kholief

Egypt

Tamer Saleh

Egypt

Salah Abdul-Hassan Nasir

Iraq

Ageel Abdellah Abdul-Aalee

Iraq
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20 Complete Training Programs in Fall, Winter
Since October, 20 trainees have graduated from Lions World Services for the Blind and have gone on to begin their new lives. 

Completing their training in the Enterprise Solutions Programming class were Rhonda Johnson, who returned to Paris, Texas, and David Dunphy of Garden City, NY, who took  a job with the IRS in Austin, Texas. 

Two trainees graduated from the Assistive Technology Instructor program: Ajaiba “A.J.” Ahmed, who received an instructor position in Austin, Texas, and Khanh Hoang, who accepted a teaching position in California. 

Graduating from the Customer Service program were Samorrow Johnson, who returned to Dickinson, Texas, and Joyce Layton, who returned to Belton, Mo. Matthew Cain graduated from the Horticulture program and is seeking employment in his hometown of Belton, Texas. 

Ricky Hanson completed the Small Business Management program and settled in Independence, Mo. Brandon Bunch completed his personal adjustment training and returned to College Station, Texas. Completing their training in the Eldercare program were Samuel Fletcher and Roy Thurman.

 The IRS Tax Payer Representative program had seven graduates who headed to IRS call centers around the country. Their names, along with their new places of employment, are as follows: Thomas Michalovics, Portland, Oregon; Steven Solt, St. Louis, Mo.; Helen Lee, Richmond, Va.; Micah Festerly, Denver, Co.; Barry Jones, Cleveland, Ohio; Ron Gillespie, Jacksonville, Fla.; and Mark Paulson, Pittsburgh, Pa.

 Graduating from the Small Engine Repair class were Ricardo Viera, who returned to his hometown of Altus, Okla., and Richard Orozco, who returned to LWSB to begin training in the Bicycle Assembly Repair program.  
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Memorials and Honorariums

Lions World Services for the Blind received these memorial and special occasion gifts between July 1 and December 31, 2006. Gifts after December 31 will appear in the next issue.  

In Memory of: 

Paul David Allbritton by Hot Springs Lioness Club

Judy Arnold by Dr. Louise Idomir

H. L. Ashcroft by Warren Proctor

Ruth Bayes by Nancy Otto

Carol Bell by Milt & Jo Brummer

Lois Bemberg & Herman H. Bemberg by Paul Rawlings & Kathryn Huenefeld

Donna Bishop by Mr. & Mrs. Glen Pye

Rusty Brandon by Joe & Ruth Boyd

Mirza Broussard by Vernon Broussard

Albert Brown by Billy & Mariam Graham

Eric Bugeya by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Ann Tyler Burton by Marion Burton

William Byrd by Bill & Ginny Freeman

Annette Carson by Horace & Jane Shankwiler

Lester Carter by Mary Mobley Family

Nora Case by Bill & Earlene Hankins

Edie Chalikis by Lee Adams, Alberta Bennison, Maria Culhane, Dave & Carol DeGraff, Duane & Maxine Eliason, Bruce & Jean Eskew, James & Joan Farrell, Tuitti Fullerton, Dick & Gail Guggenheim, Hrisoula Hamal, Dorothy Hicks, Joan Hinken, William & Beverly Kennedy, Mary Ladd, Bill & Pat Maher, Tom & Karen Narrell, Eileen Olson, Nancy Otto, Helen Pappas, Opal Penton, Kenneth & Patricia Poole, Jeff, Jan & Brittany Saunders, Clyde & Dianne Shirron, Danny & Sandra Snyder, Raymond & Elanor Steidel, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Turner, Howard & Adeline Zuidema

David Chase by Monticello Lions

Mary Ann Crabtree by Paul Rawlings & Kathryn Huenefeld

Lanora Messer Dalrymple by Watson Chapel Lions

Elise Diesel by Jeanne Akins, Alford, Clausen & McDonald, LLC, Bill & Kay Allen, Iris Lee Clark, Gayle Corley, Lou Ann Drummond, Nan Ellen East, George W. Foster, III, Jim & Tricia Fowler, Mildred M. Hogg, Dennis & Diana Holzhauser, Berenice Kumpe, Lila Lampkin, Catherine Martin, Barbara Newtown, Bennye Sadler, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Dudley & Linda Shollmier, Virginia Tiemann, Witsell Evans & Rasco, Olivia Nesbet Wyatt, Zanzucchi Family 

Ben Doddridge by Milt & Jo Brummer

Jerry Dunlap by Berenice Kumpe

Billie Edgerton by Milt & Jo Brummer

C. A. “Junior” Ezell by Mr. & Mrs. Glen Pye

Poss Fairchild by Prescott Lions

Dr. Jim Fowler by Manila Lions, Mr. & Mrs. Warren Stephenson

William O. Frazier by Joseph Frazier, Mary Hall, Robert & Cindy Klingensmith, David & Jean Miller, New Covenant Seekers, Judith Newby

Winetta Garner by Mountain Home Lions

Maudie Gillian by Peter Lane

Judge Charles Goldberg by Pine Bluff Downtown Lions

James Harrell by Sybil Harrell

Ermaline Hart by Dorothy Hicks

Buford Hendrix by Bill & Ginny Freeman, Prescott Lions

Stanley Herren by Fairfield Bay Lions, Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Sam Hocutt by Surry & Dori Shaffer

Lois Gentz Dabbs Holcomb by Paul Rawlings & Kathryn Huenefeld 

Rose Horner by William & Martha Bartholomew

Andrew Hulsey & Arvilla Hulsey by Mongomery County Mt. Ida Lions

Dr. Eli H. Jaffe by Mr. & Mrs. William Cohn

Loran Klein by Leona Klein

Daniel William Lovett by Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Simpson

Anthel Marlin by Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, J. D. & Kathy Ashley, Dr. Bryant Ashley, Jr., Hubert & Janive Blanchard, Newt & Jean Blankenship, Eunice Brewer, Christian Women’s Fellowship, First Christian Church, Cleveland, Tenn., Jack & Lynnell Cooper, Thomas & Joann Davis, Dave & Carol DeGraff, Doug, Jody, Monty & Ellen Dell, Jayne Dooley, Tom & Pam Epperson, Bill & Ginny Freeman, Mr. & Mrs. Guilford Furr, Wayne & Winell Gibson, C. H. & Christine Grisham & Family, Doug & Martha Halbert, Bill & Earlene Hankins, Isaac Hart, Jr. & Patricia Williams-Hart, Garland Hay, Dr. Wm. Richard Hixson, Howard Hoover, Pris Houchens, Marie Indovina, Pete & Louise Kirk, Ernestine Marlin, Diane J. Marrs, William & Ruby Mertins, Sandra Miller, Larry & Billie Morgan, North Little Rock Lions, Bratton & Dortha Rhoades, Andy & Patty Sacrey, Bob & Ramona Sangalli, Robbie Scott, Connie Tapp, Glen & Kathy Thomas, Bud & Bettye Wallace, Gaye Watson, Bob & Dianne Williams

Jennifer Mathis by William & Ruby Mertins

Elizabeth Maynert by Milt & Jo Brummer 

A. C. McGinnis by Quitman Lions

Virginia McGuire by Nancy Otto

Vernon Morgan by William & Ruby Mertins

Robert Morrison by William & Ruby Mertins

John E. Motley by Hot Springs Village Evening Lions, Horace & Jane Shankwiler

Ann Murphy by Caldwell & Walsh Building Const. Inc., Fidelity Investments

Gerald Olstead by John & Josie Janesky

Jack Peterson by Warren Proctor

Bert Presson, Sr. by Gene & Bonnie Carter

Robert Quinn by Mary Lambert

Harry Reed by Pine Bluff Evening Lions

Norene Reed by Grady Lions

Linn Reist by Nellie Mason

Vincent Schmit by Crews & Associates, Bob & Ramona Sangalli

Marjorie Simpson by Searcy Lions

Eric Snyder by Searcy Lions

Esther Spurlock by Searcy Lions

Elizabeth “Toodie” Steadman by Paul Rawlings & Kathryn Huenefeld 

Clifford S. Stewart, Jr. by Ronald & Michelene Stewart

Susan Swanson by Danny & Sandra Snyder

George Tyler by Marion Burton

Stanley Wells by Fairfield Bay Lions

Carl Wherry by Monticello Lions

Diana Jean Wilsey by Elizabeth Campbell

Walt Yaeger by Nancy Otto

Walter Yeager by Vernon & Shirley Gallagher

Homer Young by Warren Proctor

Twila Zinsli by Mr. & Mrs. C. C. Elder

In Honor of:

Arkansas Eye Doctors by Retina Associates, PA:  Dr. Rickey Medlock, Dr. James Landers, Dr. Frank LoRusso, Dr. Gerald Ward

Jerry Ashcraft by Grady Lions

Tom Brannon by Cabot Lions

Larry & Mitzi Choate by Tom & Elizabeth Small

Paul T. Cook by Ft. Worth SE Lions

Dave Elswick by Cabot Lions

Richard H. Evans by Elyse Evans Fiebert

Mike Francis by Cabot Lions

Brenda Fulkerson by Tom & Marge Schueck

Stan & Penny Garver by Jerry Watson

Sonny Gentry by Jonesboro Nettleton Lions

Lois Henry by Danny & Sandra Snyder

Jane Lovett Holt by Gladys Ball

R. C. Johnson by Grady Lions

Loran Klein by Leona Klein

Aaron McAllister by Annette McAllister

Mrs. Dean Meneley by Jerry Watson

Garry Mertins & Linda Mertins by William F. & Ruby Mertins

William Owen by Grady Lions

George Prange by Willie Van Winkle

North Little Rock Lions by Maumelle Lions

Ramona Sangalli by Jeannie Bates

Dr. Jerry Sherman by Buford Suffridge

Mary Storey by Tom & Marge Schueck

Mary & Bud Storey by Sam & Frances Buchanan

Tom & Betty Taylor by Jerry Watson

Willard & Patsy Thorp by Wanda Thorp

Williams & Anderson by Rebsamen Insurance Foundation

Todd Yakoubian by Quitman Lions
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Save the Date

Treat Your Treasure

Style Show and Luncheon

11:30 a.m., Wednesday, April 25

Location TBA

Hosted by the Angels for the Blind

To benefit Lions World Services for the Blind

More information coming soon.

Call Paula Graves at (501) 664-7100 to reserve a ticket, or e-mail pgraves@lwsb.org

New Employees
Nina Harvey was hired on Jan. 2 as a program developer. She is working on developing and expanding work programs for LWSB trainees nationally and internationally.

She has an associate’s degree in liberal arts and has previously worked in the staffing and human resources industry.
Schenetta Piggie was hired on Dec. 20 as a housekeeper. She is a junior at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, studying alcohol and drug counseling.
Jessica Hulett was hired on Dec. 7 as a part-time administrative assistant for the admissions department. She is a sophomore at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
GOT TIME?

LWSB is looking for a few good volunteers. We need people to help with a variety of interpersonal situations, such as transportation (taking trainees to the doctor, post office, etc.), reading, tutoring, assisting at recreational activities, and basic office work. We offer flexibility -- we have no minimum hour requirements. You can volunteer one hour a day, one hour a month, or one hour a year -- whatever suits your needs. And you can volunteer on an on-call basis or on a regularly scheduled basis.

 If you are interested in volunteering at LWSB or learning more about volunteer opportunities, please contact Melissa Dickey at (501) 664-7100 or e-mail mdickey@lwsb.org.

Tennessee Lion Donates Lawnmowers

Lion Ed Elliott of the South Pittsburg Tennessee Lions Club presents a donation of pressure washers and lawnmowers to LWSB CEO Ramona Sangalli. The equipment will be used by the trainees in LWSB’s Small Engine Repair class.
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Words from a Former Trainee
Editor’s Note: The following are excerpts taken from a letter written to us by Chelsea Schwabb-Munoz, who attended LWSB’s college prep program this past summer. Chelsea is from Austin, Texas, and was 18 and a senior in high school when she attended our college prep program. In addition to her visual impairment, she also has cerebral palsy.
I went to Arkansas this summer to attend an eight-week college prep program at Lion’s World Services for the Blind (LWSB). I found out about LWSB online. It is an organization that helps teach blind people, and prepare them for the real world. They offer a wide variety of programs, such as IRS training, customer service training and Microsoft Engineering systems training. 

For eight weeks, I had nine classes a day. The first two weeks were spent assessing my skills in various areas, such as proficiency in JAWS (screen reading software), computer skills, Braille reading and writing skills, and talking calculators, among other things. I also had to read several literary works, analyze them, and then write several huge papers. I had daily Orientation and Mobility lessons for two hours, which were very challenging physically. At times, I was overwhelmed because I had so much work to do. 

Although I was overwhelmed, in the back of my mind I knew I still needed to accomplish some independent living skills that would benefit me in dorm life and life in general. I felt I needed to learn how to cook, even if it were something simple like learning to cook a meal in the microwave and carry it safely to the table (without burning myself). I needed to learn how to use a knife correctly to cut my food as well as scoop things on a plate. Since the sensation in my hands is diminished, I needed to learn techniques to help me with pouring. I needed to learn to wash, fold and organize laundry. There was so much to learn and so little time to do it all. Eight weeks seemed like a long time, but when it came down to it…it was much shorter than I thought.

I must say, LWSB was an eye opening experience. I did learn to improve my writing, typing and study skills, but to me, what stood out the most was learning how to be independent, and accept the responsibility of becoming a young adult. Before I went to Arkansas, I did not take the initiative to do a lot of things on my own because I did not have a lot of the skills I needed to get through every day life. Eventually, I realized that if something was going to change, I had to be the one to do it. I am thankful that I am not the type of person to give up easily, because this summer was quite a challenge. 

Becoming independent is one of the proudest moments of my life, because I now know that I can do anything I set my mind to. Being able to do things for myself is such an awesome accomplishment, because I feel a sense of freedom.

Being independent has taught me so much, and I can now accept the responsibility of young adulthood.

Selected Financial Information

For the year ended June 30, 2006

Statement of Activities






Statement of Functional Expenses


Net Assets at Beginning of Year
$6,494,275
Program Services


$2,718,628

Net Assets at End of Year

$6,138,061

Management & General Services
$650,275

Change in Net Assets


($356,214)

Fundraising Services


$237,876

TOTAL



$3,606,779

Statement of Cash Flow





Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities
$284,023

Statement of Financial Position

Net Cash Provided by Investing Activities
$71,754


Total Assets




$10,366,074

Net Decrease in Cash & Cash Equivalents
$121,699

Total Liabilities



$4,228,013


Beginning Cash & Cash Equivalents

$426,082

Total Net Assets



$6,138,061

Ending Cash & Cash Equivalents

$304,383

The complete booklet of financial statements, notes to financial statements and independent auditor’s report is available at Lions World Services for the Blind during normal working hours.
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Scenes from LWSB Tours
At LWSB, we are always proud to open our doors to visitors so that they may see firsthand the unique and comprehensive services we provide to blind and visually impaired adults. 

If you or your group is interested in touring LWSB, please contact Larry Morgan at (501) 664-7100 or e-mail development@lwsb.org.
Lunsford Bridges, president and chief executive officer of Metropolitan National Bank in Little Rock, looks at a Braille watch.
A tour group listens as LWSB trainee Jessica Carter from Arizona (left) explains how she uses a Braillenote during a demonstration in the Assistive Technology Instructor class.
LWSB Braille instructor Jeff Weiss demonstrates the use of a color identifier on the tie of Bruce Moore, city manager of Little Rock. Color identifiers are used by blind individuals.
LWSB horticulture instructor Bill Lovett (far left) and LWSB Director of Development Larry Morgan show members of the Magnolia Lions Club the greenhouse in which horticulture trainees learn the tricks of the trade.
This publication is available in Braille or cassette tape upon request.
Lions World Services for the Blind is accredited by the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Impaired.  
